. egislative Hssembly,
" . Tuesday, 10th September, 1918,

. The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 p.n.,
‘and read prayers, .
. [.For “‘Questions on Notice’’ anil “Papérs
Presented’” see ‘‘Votey and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION—FIRE BRIGADES BOARD,
. AUDITORS’ REPORT,

Mr. HOLMAN (without notice) asked the
Premier: Will he place uporn the Table of
the House to-morrow the report of the auditor
npon the aceounts of the Western Australian
Fire Brigades Board for the year 1917,

The PREMIER: replied: I will inguire
into the matter and ascertain if the report is
available. There i3 no objection to the re-
port heing laid on the Tahle of the House
if it is available,

QUESTION—-MINES DEPARTMENT
ANNUAL REPORT,

Hon. P, COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: When may we expeet
‘the report upon. the Mincs Departiment for the
year 1917¢ This report is now ahout two
months behind the nsual time.

The MINISTER FPORJMINES repliad: The
report has been prepared and is being revised
for the printer.

H

‘BILLS (8)—FIRST READING.
1, Road Districts,
2, Traffic.
3, Dog Act Amendment.
4, Land Drainage.
Tntroduced by the Minister for Works.

5, Prisons Act Amendment.

4, Criminal Code Aet Amendment,
7, Forests.

Introduced by the Attorney General

8, Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs. i
Tntroduced by the Honorary Minister (Hon.
F. E. 8. Willmott).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the 5th September.

My, MULLANY {Menzies) [4.48]: At the
outset' of the few remarks T propose to offer,
let me congratulate the Government upon hav-
ing successfully resisted what I feel justified
in terming an impudent attempt on the part
of the leader writer of the ‘* West Australian’
newspaper to usurp the right, which belongs
‘to the -people of thizs State, of making and
unmaking Governments. In doing so, I am re-
luctantly compelied to take some little notice
of that newspaper’s comments upon a meeting
of Government supporters held during 1last
week, at which was discussed the (position

[10]
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ereated by the action of the member for Nor-
tham (Hen, J. Mitchell) in forwarding to the;
Premier. notice of intention to move an amend-
ment on the Address-in-reply. The news-
paper’s edmments were - sufficiently ac-
eurate to make it obvious, at any
rate to my mind, that the information
must  have heen supplied by an in-
dividual who had been present at the meet-
ing. Let me add that the newspaper’s com-
ments would convey to the public of thiw
State an entirely mislealing impression of
what actually took place at the meeting.
Speaking as I am to members of this As-
sembly, it is not vecessary for me fo say any-
thing at all regarding the individual guilty of
betraying that trust which is accepted by,
every person attending a meeting of that {les-
cription,

Hon., P. Collier:
enece of that?

Mr. MULLANY: No; and probabiy it will
not be the last experience any of ug will have
who remain in polities,

Hon. P, Collier: But you are not surprised
at the betrayal, seeing that you are sur-
rounded by some of those whom you formerly
suspected ¥

Mr. MULLANY: When the leader of the
Opposition interjected I was endeavouring to
say that I believe not one member of this As.
sembly, I care not to what party he may be-
leng, would place any further confidence in an
individual who had heen guilty of such eon-
duet. :

HMoun. P. Collier: T wonld never lave be-
lieved it, but I expect you have found sueh
a member in your party. :

Mr. MULLANY: My own personal know-
ledge of what took place at the meeting en-
ahles me to speak with anthority, and [ say
that the newspaper report of the mecting 1ig
utterly misleading, Whether the information
was given to the newspaper in that form, or
whether it was recast into that form, I do not
know; but T say onee more that the individual
who would betray a confilence sich as this,
and has so little regard for the truth as this
individnal appears fo have, would, if oppor-
tunity and indueement offered, undoubtedly
not hesitate to commit suah acts as, if de-
tected, would qualify him for a term in Fre-
mantle gaol rather than a term of member-
ship in this Assembly.

. Hen. P. Collier: Why, the Government had
its birth in the betrayal of trust!

Mr., MULLANY: Then, let the Lon. mem.
her send the Government tq Fremantle prison.
T had uno desire to speak as T have spoken on
this phase of the matter, but in view of the
comments published I felt that as the firat
to resume the debate T should be doing merely
a public duty in making these remarks. As to
the amendment moved by the member for
Northam, in my opinion the Government
made a mistake in treating the amendment ag
& motion of want of confidence,

Mr. SPEAKER: The smendment has been
disposed of.

Mr. MULLANY: I am aware of that. Sir:
and T am not seeking to confine my remarks
to that amendment. What I desire to convey is

Tt ia not your first experi-
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that the practice of treating an amendment
to the Address-in-reply as a motion of want of
confidence in the Government for the time
being, is one which could well be discontinued.
I am of opinion that any member of the
Assembly who holds that the Government do
not possess the confidence of & majority of
members here, or who desires to test the feel-
ing of the House on the question, should
adopt the direet and open course of
moving a straight out motion of want
of confidence in the Government, I
believe that the practice, adopted by
all Governments in the past, of accepting
such an amendment as that of the member for
Northam as a motion of want of confidence,
does not tend to the prompt despatch of Gov-
ernment and Parliasmentary business. .

Mr, Willeock: The amendment put you in
an awkward position.

Mr, MULLANY: I am quite prepared to
get out of any awkward position I may find
myself in. Again, to aceept such an amend-
ment as a want of confidence motion opens
the way to private members who happen to be
unserapulous enough, to seleet for party pur-
poses, or perhaps—worse—for the purpose of
seeuring Ministerial office, « subject which
they know to be popular, and to move in eon-
nection with that subjeect an amendment on
the Address-in-reply as a means of bringing
about a change of Government. I do not for
& moment suggest that any present .member
of this Assembly would do so. Another featvre
of the moving of such an amendment is that
it gives such great prominence to the mover,
and that members might be tempted to take
advantage of the opportunity, as indeed they
often are, to move such an amendment for the
purpose of advertising themselves in their own
constituencics. While this amendment was
being diseussed, it was interesting io listen fo
varions members urging the elaims and the
possibilities of their own distriets for the
gettlement of returned soldiers.

Hon., P. Collier: That remark cannot apply
to the member for Northam.

Mr. MULLANY: I am about to state ex-
actly to whom I apply the remark. We had
the member for Albany (Mr. H. Robinson),
who was quite satisfied that the returned
goldiers wonld not be settled successfully un-
less we constructed a railway to Nornalup aud
went on with land settlement there. The mem-
ber for (iascoyne (Mr. Angelo) was perfeetly
convinced that the only possible thing to do
was to send returned soldiers to his distriet,
there to grow bananas.

Mr. Angelo: No. 1 mentioned EKimberley.

Mr. MULLANY: The hon. member some-
what overreached himself when he got dowa
to details, as regards a certain balance sheet,
and informed the House of the wages paid
and of the class of labour employed. For my
part I have no wish to see returned soldiers
go to work under such conditions. Then there
were the members for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) and Wagin (Mr, Stubbs), who were
quite sure that the returned soldiers conld all
be plaeed in their partienlar districts te pur-
sue agriculture. To wind up the little list I
took during the dechate, the member for M¢t.
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Magnet (Mr. Troy) went further, and said
that thé - only possible way of successfully
settling returned soldiers was to turn them into-
pastoralists and wool growers, to which end the-
Government should throw open more land in
the Mt. Magnet district.

Mr. H. Robinson: What wounid you do-
yourself?

Mr. MULLANY: T would uot try to ad-
vertise my constituency, or myself, on the
backs of returned soldiers. The ‘‘West Aus-
tralian,”’ in ¢ommenting unpon the debate on
this amendment—if one can dignify the de-
sultory discussion which took place with the
term of a debate—stated in 5 leading article-
—no less—how members had voted in thig
House, and remarked that Mr. Foley, Mr..
Brown, myself, and others had voted upon
the gmendment but had not spoken uwpon it.

* The ‘“West Australian’’ said that the members

in question would mnot trust themselves to
speak upon it. Let me point ont that there
iz in this House an infinitely more important
member, who likewise did not speak on the
amendment; and that is the leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: The leader of the Op-
position had expressed his views fully on the:
subjeet of repatriation when speaking on the
Address-in-reply.

My, MULLANY: That is guite so.

HMon. P, Collier: The members referred to-
had never expressed an opimion, That is the
difference, ’

Mr. MULLANY: Quite 0. I am about
to proceed on the very line indicated by the
leader of the Opposition. Whilst that hon,
gentleman  &id not speak directly on the
amendment, he certainly could not be accused
of having cast a silent vote. He sat there
throughout the Qiscussion, and there is no
question but that a running fire of inter-
jections proceeded from him; of those good-
humoured, good-tempered interjections which
we all enjoy. Unquestionably, the debate af-
forded the leader of the Opposition himself a
good deal of enjoyment. XNo one eould aceuse
the hon. gentleman of having cast a silent
vote on the amendment; indeed, he spoke on it
many, many times. But here, to my mind,
is the regson why the leader of the Opposition
did not speak on the amendment; and I give
him credit for this sentiment. Speaking on
the Address-in-reply before the amendment was
moved by the member for Northam, the leader
of the Opposition made these remarks refer-
ring to the question of repatriation—

First of all let me say that this ques-
tion of adequately dealing with the prob-
lem of deing justice to our soldiers who are
returning to the State will never be brought
fown to the level of party politics. I hope
that one member or one party will not
attempt to play off another memher or
party on a matter of this kind.

Having expressed sentiments of such a
nature, I notice that the leader of the Op-
position possesses & comscience which would
not allow him to take part in the debate such
as that to which we listened on the amend-
ment moved by the member for Northam last
week. The ‘‘West Australian,’’ which claims
to be the leading newspaper of the State, came
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out with a leading article built up on infor-
mation supplied by an individual such as I
have had oceasion to refer to in my opening
remarks.  When the leading newspaper of
the State stoops 30 low &s to go to such
-a source for information, it has got to a low
level indeed, The leader writer of that jour-
-nal has the audacity to try.to wear the mauntle
which the late David Syme was eredited with
having worn years ago by reason of his ability
‘to make and unmake Governments, but let me
tell that gentleman that the people and the
Parliamentarians of this State will not tolerate
it. With regard to the debate on the Address-
in-reply so far as it has gome, I have been
struck by the great similarity of the present
debate to those of previous sessions, Sinee I
have had the honour of oceupying a seat on
this side of the House we have had three
dlifferent Government in power, My first re-
<ollection of a debate on the Address-in-reply
was listening, amongst other speeches, to
that of the then leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Frank Wilson, in which that gentleman
eriticised the then Premier, Mr, Scaddan, in
connection with the administration of the
finances, Mr, Wilson said that there was
nothing but ruin before this State if the
Beaddan Government were allowed to remain
in office. Time moved on and there was a
change. For a period of 12 months we had
Mr. Frank Wilsen ag Premier and My, Scad-
dan then occupied the seat now in possession
of the member for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier).
Mr, Scaddan then adopted exactly similar
methods to those which were pursned by Mr,
Wilson, and he said that the finances were
drifting even worse under Mr. Wilson’s ad-
ministration.

Mr. Toues: Perfectly true.

Mr. MULLANY: Now we have the pre-
gent leader of the Opposition criticising the
Lefroy Government and pointing out that the
condition of the finances i3 even worse than
it has ever been in the history of the State.
Every member in this House knows to wh:}t
this position is due and that it cannot be laid
at the door of the present or any other Gov-
ernment, We know well that a set of cir-
cumatances exist to-day in Western Australia
for which no particular Government can he
blamed, We are aware that the discovery of
golll first brought Western Australia into

prominence, and that the development of the.

industry lifted the State from the position of
being the Cinderelta of the Aunstralian States,
-as she wag termed, to the prominent place we
now occupy. It was properly recognised by
those in charge of the administration of
affairs at that time that gold-mining, from
the verv nature of the industry, was not
going to be permanent. The history of. go](_i-
mining throughout the world has proved this
-and offorts were made to develop the agrienl-
‘tural industry. Those who were desirons of
severing their connection with gold-mining
were given. opportunitics to setile on the land,
while an endeaveur was made to attract im-
migrants from other parta of the world. We
arn aware of the faet that” many miles of
railways were constructed, and fust at the
yeriod when a large nomher of perople had
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become settled on the land and brought it
to a state of productivity, we struck a time
such as Australia or the world has never
known. Just when the agrienitural industry
was getting on its feet the witle-world war
broke out, and the finanees of every civilised
country hidve ever since been entirely upset.
I am not blaming one party more than an-
other, but it is about time that this practice
of endeavouring to diseredit Ministers be-
cause of the existing conditions of the
finances should cease. This is a time when
theé party in power are entitled to every pos-
sible help that can be given them from every
member sitting in the House. I trust that
when the Estimates are brought down, there
will be more evidenee of economy heing prac.
tised than wus the ease last year. If econo-
mies are not shown, it will only he fair to
ask Ministers, and more particularly  the
Colonial Seeretary, to at this stnge admit
that mueh of thefr eriticism of the adminis-
tration of the Scaddan Government was not
justified. We know that the Seaddan Gov-
ernment were turned out of office almost en-
tirely through this cry that they were not
competent to administer the finances of the
State, The Colonial Secretary was probably
the most bitter opponent of the Seaddan Gov-
ernment. I noticed, however, that in the last
Estimates there was not a decrease in the
Estimates of the Colonial Secretary’s De-
partment, and it s certainly due to that gen-
tleman to explain why that was so.

Hon. P. Collier: There was a huge in-
erease,

AMr. MULLANY: T¢ it is that the Seaddan
Government cot things so fine that the sub-
sequent administration found that it was im-
possible to further economise, it is up to the
Coionial Secretary to honestly admit the
fact. Omne of the proposals of the Secaddan
Government as made public in the early
months of the war, was that we shonld dis-
continue the payment of the sinking fund,
and another was that we should go in for
more taxation. There have been no proposals
up-to-date more feasible or possible to carry
out than those of the Scaddan Government to
which I have referred. The Minigters in
power to-lay were most severs in their erit-
icism of the Scaddan Government because of
these proposals, yet to-day we find that they
themselves are advocates of them. Whilst T
have aiready stated that the leader of the
Opposition to-day is carrving on the same
method of criticising the finaneial policy of
his opponents, T have to admit that his eriti-
cism has been fair and wenercus compared
with that which he himself wag subjected to
during the long period that he occupied Min-
isterial office.  While speaking . the other
night, he said that he would be no party to
makine the subject of repatriation of sol-
diers a party or an individual question, 8till,
as leader of the Oppasition, when it eame to
a vote he felt that he would e ealled upon
to vote in the direction of pitting the pre-
sent Gevernment out. My interpretation of
the artion of the Teader of the Opposition ig
that heing in onposition it is his dutv to pnt
the Government out if it is pessihle to do
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so, The position he occupies is very similar
to that of the ¢ity sporfsman who goes out
armed into the bush. He feels thut he must
. kill something no matter what it may be,
and even if it be only a little dicky-bird, as
he is out to shoot semething he must kill it.
‘When the time came to vote on the amend-
ment moved Dby the member for Northam,
the leader of the Opposition felt that he had
to vote to put the present Government out
of office, although he knew that action would
be of no use to him from a party point of
view, because it was doubtful whether a bet-
ter team could be appointed.

My, Munsie: Heaven help that side of the
House if they could not get a better team.

Mr. MULLANY: The hon. member may
well appeal for lelp from Heaven. When
hon. members on the Opposition side were
asked to assist in the formation of a truly
national form of Government they refused to
have anything to do with if.

Mr., Munsie: And always will refuse. We
will never sacrifice our prmclples to get over
there.

Mr, MULLANY: Tt was amusing indeed,
even thongh the subject was serious, to listen
to the leader of the Opposition castigating
present Ministers and partienlarly the Honor-
ary Ministers for having toed the wark, as he
put it, at the Farmers and Settlera’ Confer-
ence, where they had to explain details of their
administration. The leader of the Opposition
took exception to responsible Ministers doing
anything such as that.

Hon. P. Collier: No, my protest was be-
eause these people profess to be free and in-

dependent. I have never profesced independ-
ence of conferences.
Mr. MULLANY: T agree with the leader

of the Opposition that it is a wrong thing for
any Minister to go to an outside organisation
to defend his Admin‘stration. Here, on the
floor of the Honsze, is the place to do that.
And being wrong in the present Ministers,
honorary or otherwise, il was equally wrong
when the leader of the Opposition, s a Min-
ister of the Crown, was ecalled upon to attend
meetings of miners’ unions and political con-
ferences in order to defend details of his ad-
ministration.

Hon. P, Collier: On a point of order. The
hon. member is making a mis-statement. T was
never once called upon to go to a meeting of
2 miners’ union to explain my administrative
acts. T ask that the statement be withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: It must be withdrawn,

Mr. MULLANY: T withdraw. I still say
the hon. member, as Minister, went to a meet-
ing of the Kalgoorlic and Boulder Miners’
Union. I do not say he was ealled upon to go
there. If the hon, member takes exception to
my remarks I will withdraw.

Hon. P. Collier: I only took exception to the
statement because it was not in accordance

with faects.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member has with-

drawn.
Hon. P. Collier: But he is repeating the
statement and amplifying it.
My, SPEAKER: Wo. The hon. member
first charged the leader of the Opposition with
having heen taken there; afterwards the state-
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ment was that the hon. member had gone

there.

Hon. P. Collier: But if the hon, member
withdraws and then says the same thing in
other words, it is not a withdrawal in accord-
ance with the Sanding Orders.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Menzies
first said that the member for Boulder has been
called npon to attend a meeting and explain
his administrative acts. To that the member
for Boulder took exception, and consequently
1 asked the member for Menzies to withdraw..
The member for Menzies did withdraw. Now
the member for Menzies says that the member
for Boulder was not taken to the meeting, but
that the member for Boulder attended . the
meeting, which is quite a different thing. There
is no necessity for a withdrawal of that state-
ment.

. Mr. MULLANY: TIf the leader of the Op-
sition takes exception to my Temarks in their
latest form, I will again withdraw. But I re-
peat thai the leader of the Opposition, when.
Minister for Mines, did attend n meeting of
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Miners’ Union and
defended ecertain of his administrative aets,
At the time I gave him credit for it. But T
say it is not cendneive to good admin’stra-
tion for any Minister to go to an outside or-
ganisation and theve defend his administra-
tive acts. Again, at the Fremantle Congress,
lield in 1818, as will be seen by the Press re-
ports, and alsp from the published minutes
of that conference, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, then Minister for Railways, defended his
administration of that department. And I ad-
mired his defence. Once more, at the Kal-
goorlie conference of 1916 a wmotion, which
eventually led to the final settlement of the
MeLeod case, wag mboved disagreeing with
certain actions of the Minister for Railways,
the present leader of the Opposition, and the
then Minister defended before that conference
the action complained of, T bel'eve it would
be more conducive to good admin‘stration if
all Ministers refused to go to sueh gatherings
to defend their adwministration. The atti-
tude of a Minister of the Crown should be
““if T have done wrong, I will defend myself
on the floor of the Hopuse.’’ In the ‘‘West-
ralian Worker,”’ only a fortnight ago, ap-
peared a paragraph stating that the verdiet-
of the Royal Commission which inquired inte
the McLeod case wonld wmake & certain ex-

Minister feel very uncomfortable. This
could only refer to the present:
leader of the Oppositign. So even the

“¢Wegtralian Worker?’ is still pursning this
line of thought. Let me say that I trust the
leader of the Opposition is not taking these
remarks of mine in any personal sense. My
parliamentary experience has led me to be-
lieve that it would be far better if Minis-
ters declined to attend meetings of outside
erganisations to defend their administrative
acts, if thev adopted the attitnde that they
are responsible only to the country for their
andwinistration. The leader of the Opposi-
tion also stated, and I believe correctly, that
the President of the Farmers and Settlers’
Association had - taken certain members of
Parliament severely to task on the score that
they had not been doing the right thing by
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the Association, and had gone on to say that
the Association was shaken to its véry Foun-
dations through the actions of those members
of Parliament. I fancy the idea expressed
by that outside official must come familiarly
io members of the Opposition, probably every
ouc of whom since being elected to Parlia-
ment has been accused by leaders of outside
organisations of having utterly failed to put
into operation the planks of their platform.
Jt is a common ery in outside circles that
since being elevated to Parliament by the
votes of the workers, Labour members have
lost toueh with and are not doing their duty to
those who sent them to Parliament, What
a striking similarity between the two organi-
gations! The President of the Farmers and
Suttlers’ Association was probably right
when he said that the Association was being
shaken to its foundation. But what is the
reascn for the disturbance? To my mind it
is due to the arrogance and intolerance of
wen who set themselves up as leaders of
political parties outside of Parliament and re-
fuze to allow members of Parliament any in-
dependence of thought, any iuitiative what-
ever. We have a good illustration in the
ore reeent history of an organisation in
Ansgtralia which was stronger than the Farm-
ars #nd Settlers’ Association ever aspired to
be. That organisation undoubtedly has been
shaken fo its foundation by the same force,
We have alse had the pleasure of listening
to one of those characteristically admirable
speeches by the member for Perth (Mr. Pil-
kington), artistically delivered and, I believe,
grammatically correet, but, unfortunately,
like every other speech by that hon, member,
absolutely devoid of a new idea. He informed
the Hownse that the deficit was steadily in-
creasing.  Unfortunately, we all know that.
He likened the Treasurer to a wounded hare,
squealing for members to come to his assist-
ance in the trouble in which he, as Treasurer,
finds himself to-day. .Tlulzmg by the utter-
ances of the member for Perth to date. the
Treasurer will have to squeal a mighty long
time hefore he gets a helpful suggestion
from the member for Perth. In faet, the at-
titnde of the member for Perth when he
likens others to animals, puts me in mind of
a disgruntled bear rushing out of his lair
with the roar. ‘*What about this defieit?’’
The hon. member looked ferocious enough to
gobble up the unfortunate Treasurer and his
colleagues, However, T do not know that
thia attitude onr the part of the member for
Perth is going to agsist the Treasurer and the
State out of their difficulty. If the hon.
member desires to pese in this Chamber as
an nuthority on finance, if he wishes to play
a leading part in politics in this State, he
must do somethng more than simply point
ont that the finanees are in a very had posi-
tion. He said the couniry is waiting for a
lead from a member of the Government, but
that the Premier and his colleagues have
practieally admitted that they have no lead
to offer, Let me suggest that if the hon.
member himself has a lead to give he should
climb down from the lofty position which
he occupies and give to the State any valu-
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able ideas he may have. We should then
bhave from him helpful criticism; but to con-
tinue in his customary strain, pointing out
the unfortunate position of the finances, is
not going to help in the slightest degree. He
spoke most disrespectfully of the attempts
being made by the Minister for Industries
to foster local manufacturing, and he said
that the industries contempiated by the Min-
ister were tuppenny-halfpenny little affairs,
The hon. member does not want that sort of
thing. What he wants is to coavert all our
young people and all the immigrants we can
get into wool kings and beef barons. ‘“Go on
with our primary produetions’ he would
say, ‘‘and secondary industries will come
when some lordly jam manufacturer from the
other States thinks it will pay him to set up
his factories here.’”” While I agree that we
réquire to oncourage the primary producers,
I hold also that we shall never have a pros-
perous State until we learn to manufacture
more of the commodities which we use, It is
not surprising that the member for Perth
should speak disrespectfully of these ¢‘tup-
penny-halfpenny’’ industries which we are en-
deavouring to start. The Perth Chamber of
Commerce say the very same thing.

Hon. P. Collier: What, Nathan, too!

Mr, MULLANY: I have here a speech by
the President of the Perth Chamber of Com-
merce which was published in the “*West
Ausgtralian’’ only one day before the mem-
ber for Perth last spoke in the House, a
speech in which the President of the Cham-
ber of Commerce gave to the public almost
every idea that the member for Perth enun-
ciated in this Chamber. As a matter of fact,
in all essential points the speech of the mem-
ber for Perth was almost identically the same
as that delivered by the President of the
Perth Chamber of Commerce. The President,
in the course of his remarks on secondary in-
dustries said—

We cannot for many vears expect this
to be a manufacturing State. Our small
population forbids it and all our efforts
should he to encourage immigration for the
land. I do not think this point ean be
stressed too much or too often for the
good of the State, as unless it is fully
realised there is a great danger of attract-
ing the wrong class of immigrant.

That is what the President of the Perth
Chamber of Commerce said.

Hon. P. Collier: How does the hon. mem-
ber account for the fact that it was endorsed
by Mr. Lovekin, who supports the Govern-
ment?

Mr. MULLANY: Mr. Lovekin can prob-
ahly explain that. The member for Perth on
every possible occasion advocates the poliey
put forward by the Chamber of Commerce.
Can we cxpect that gentleman to speak in
any way but disrespeetfully of our loeal
manufactures? We might almoest say of him,
“'Pilkington, Perth’s advocate of profiteer-
ing,”’ and to go on with the alliteration we
might say that he has ne time for the prosent
Premier. The members of the Perth Cham-
her of Commerce are composed of shipping
agents, and representatives of big firms in
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the Eastern States and other parts of the
world who are not in favour of secondary in-
-dustries, Just imagine, say in this State,
waiting for the Chamber of Commerce to say
when the time should arrive for us to start
manufacturving something! Just imagine the
members of the Ferth Chamber of Commerce
sitting as a committee of examination of suit-
able _or unsuitable Jimmigrants for
this State?  Tmagine a man  coming
along, and being asked, ‘‘Well, where
do you come from?'’ and the reply may
be ‘‘Epgland.”’ ‘‘What were you there?’’
“¢A farmer, or agricoltural labourer,’”’ ‘‘My
good man, go to the Government; they will
give you a block of land for nothing. You
will want tools, boots, clothes; we ean supply
them to you and make a profit out of them.’’
Another man comes along, he wanta to go
'sheep farming. ‘‘Very well, go to the Gov-
ernment, they will fix you up; they will give
you a block of land in the pasteral arca where
you ean go and produce wool. -You will want
saddles and bridles, sheep-shearing machines,
You will want food, boots. We ¢an supply
them to you and make a profit ont of them.’’
But we mst not think of manufacturing any-
thing in this State. ““You ean go and grow
wool and we will import everything
for you to enable you to do it. You
can send your wool to us and we will send
it to another part of the world to be manu-
factured and we will get a profit out of sell-
ing it for yon.’’ Again, a timber worker
comes along. Yes, he can go to the timber
areas in the South-West and eut timber, e
must not cut it too small; cot it in big junks
so that it can be sent somewhere else to be
manufaetured, so that the members of the
‘hamber of Commerce ean get a profit ont of ik,
Another man comes anlong. Heisasked, ** My
good man, what are you?’’ ‘I am an expert
jam maker and a maker of preserves.’’ ¢ Good
God, yon are no good to us; you must go to
Tasmania; I represent Jones in this State. We
do not want to manufaeture jam in this coun-
try.’* We must not expect these people, the
members of the Chamber of Commerce, to at-
tempt to encourage industries being started
in this coantry. Another man will come along.
““What are yon?’’ “‘I am an expert bacon
curer.”’ “¢Oh, yon must go to the East. Hut
ton, over in the East, is my employer.’’ Again,
I want to say we are not going to have pros-
perity in this State unfil we wmanufacture
something for ourselves, If we are not to
manufaeture anything, if we are to be a nation
or community of navvies, simply producing the
raw material, then we cannot become a suecess-
ful country. The members of the Chamber of
Commeree think that there is no place for
Perth in the scheme of things. Perth is doing
nothing now; she i3 manufaeturing sothing.
We are a sort of robbers’ nest sitting here as
middlemen and dealing in various products,
assisting the other States and other eountries.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: TDid you not support
Federation? .
Mr., MULLANY: T am not speaking about
Federation just now. Did you?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I voted against it.
My, MULLANY: The hon. memher wants
to get out of Federation to-day. TUnless we
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¢an mannfacture something here there is ne
Maee for Perth in the scheme of things. Perth
is not required at all. The out-ports can do all
that Perth is doivg to-day. [t is an ineubug
on the face of the world, We can do without
Perth and do without the member for Perth,
as a matter of fact. We must become a manu-
facturing community, and unless we do so we
shall not become a prosperons State, 'In con-
clusion, [ wish to refer to one item in the
Governor’s Speech relating to mining, Itsays
that gold production is satisfactory. I en-
tively disagree with that. T say that the gold
production of the State is not satisfactory and
that the conditions under which "gold-mining
is carried on in the State is not satisfactory.
There is no industry amongst the whole of the
industries that has been so scverely hurt and’
knocked back and erippled by the war as the
gold-mining industry. All the other mining
industries, particularly those of baser metals,
have enjoyed through the war vastly increased
prices for their products. But this does not
apply to gold-mining, and whilst the cost of
the production of gold has gone up quite out
of proportion to that of any other mining
produet, there is a standard value of gold fixed
and no one can alter it. There has been a
conference sitting in England recently, or a
commitiee of some sort, disecussing a  pro-
position to give a benua of 10s. or a pound,
or a fixed sum per ounvce, for all gold that is
produced,

Mr. Green: There is reference to it in the
newspaper to-day.

Mr, MULLANY: T helieve there are great
diffienlties in the way of doing anything of
the sort. ¥ do not pose as a finaneial expert,
s0 as to give an opinion as to how a honus,
or an increase in the price of gold should be
brought about; that wonld affect the price of
gold as a medium of exchange. Many people
say that it is impossible to give a bonus for
golld production. But assistance can bhe given
to the mining industry in a different direction,
An attempt might be made, and conld be made,
to decrease the cost of supplies and reqguisites
ugsed in the production of gold in this State
and in other parts of the world. I have here,
a3 showing what the gold-mining industry is
guffering under, a list of prices of o few re-
quigites used more particularly in the gold-
mining industry, showing the prices to-day as
quoted in Perth and the prices at which the
materials were rold four years ago. Oils (aver-
age), pre-war priee, 2s. gal, present price,
4s. gal.; kerogsene, pre-war peice, 104. gal.,
present price 2s. 3d. gal.; petrol, pre-war price,
1s. 5d. gal, opresent price, 2s. 11d. gal;
cyanide, pre-war price, £91 per ton, present
price, £135 ton; zine shavings, pre-war price,
£40 ton, present price £110 per ton: borax,
pre-war price 43s. 6d. ewt., present price 77s.
cwt.; borax glags, pre-war price 42s, cwt., pre-
sent price 120s. cwt.; soda bicarb., pre-war
price 93, G6d. cwt., present price 28s, ewt.,
steel (mild), pre-war price £22 ton, present
price £32 ton; iron, pre-war price £12 ton,
present price £32 ton: G.C. iron (average), pre-
war price £17 ton, present price £82 10s. ton;
candles, pre-war priee 8d. 1b., present price
1034d. 1b.; erucibles G, pre-war price 39s. gross,
present price 140s. gross; crucibles, plum-
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bago No. 100, pre-war price 26s. each, pre- -

pent price 54s. each; quicksilver, pre-war
price £8 8s, per flask, present price £30 per
flask; battery screeming, pre-war price Gd.
foot, present price 1s. 8d. foot; shoes and
dies, pre-war price 143, 6d. cwt., present price
40s. ewt. (imported), 25s. cwt. (Kalgoorlie
make). These materials are used almost ex-
elusively in gold-mining. There are one or
two items the quotations for whieh I have
mislaid, partienlarly explosives, fuses and
detonators, but the jocrease in the price of
these commodities is quite on a par- with
those I have quoted. All these commodities,
combined with the ghortage of labour, has
made the positien of the gold-mining indus-
try a particularly parlous one indeed. We
are told, and continually, that it is necessary
to keep up the production of gold to allow
the British Empire to finance the war ag

she has been doing, Seeing that there are.-

grave difficulties in the way of giving a
bonus for gold production, I belleve the Gov-
ernment might well ecommunicate with the
Imperial authoritics and nsk them if it is
not possible to step in and assis¢ the indus-
try, which is doing so much for the Empire
to-day. The Imperial authorities at an early
stage of the war found it necessary to sue-
cessfully fight our ememies to take away the
supply of machinery which would assist in
the manufacture of munitions. The mate-
rials used in gold-mining and the machinery
used in gold-mining are being used for the
manufacture of war munitions, and I believe
it is quite within the provinee of the Govern-
ment to get in comununication with the Tm-
perial authorities and point out the condition
in which the gold-miring industry stands to-
day and to find out if some steps could bhe
taken to prevent the extortionate prices
being charged for all mecessaries mnsed in
gold-mining and which are so vital for the
production of gold throughout the Empire,
partieularly in Western Aunstralia. No in-
dustry sinée war broke out has been so neg-
lected as the gold-mining industry. I do not
blame any particular Government for this
position, but would point out that it cannot
continue for any length of time. Unless
some relief iz given many miore of our mines
are going to be put out of action. Another
phase of the beneficial effect of some of the
schemes T have outlined is this: that whilst
the honus would be of advantage to those
whe are at present engaged in producing
gold and trying to have rednced the price of
the commodities used in the industry, it
wonld also e a great relief and a benefit o
those who are endeavouring to obtain gold
from the ground but have not yet heen sue-
cessful in doing so. The bonus would also
be of benefit to prospecting parties, and in-
deed to all those people who are feeling the
strain comsequent upon the large increase in
the cost of necessary materials and commo-
dities. T urge upon the Government to get
into touch with the Imperial authorities, and
to do their best to afford some measure of
relief to an industry which is going through
such a trying time, and which in the past
has dorie so much for Western Australia.
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East I're-
mantle) [5.46]: T did not intend to speak
upon the Address-in-reply, but after hearing
the member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) I
thought it advisable that something should
be said from this side of the House. It is
surprising to see the change that comes over
some hon. members. It is an easy matter to
throw accusationd about, and to say that a
member cannot speak as he desires. We re-
cently had an exhibition showing that mem-
bers ceannot always vote as they desire.
Members are sometimes tied wp in such a
way that they would at times give almost
anything if they could be unloosed. There
is no {doubt that there are no more free mem-
bers in the House than on this side of it.

Mr. Davies: Oh!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Did the hon mem-
ber say ‘‘Rot ‘%

Mr. Davies: No.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I trust that during
the time the hon. member is in Parliament he
will be able to exercise that amount of free-
dom which I have always exercised since
I have been a member of this party.

Mr. Munsie: You cannot quote one instance
in which we have not spoken our minds.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Menzies thought that the time had arrived
when members sitting in opposition should
not criticise the Government in regard to
their finances. He pointed out that the pre-
sent position in that respect could not be
laid at the door of any Government, X wag
under the impression from the statements.
which have been madc, not two or three years
#go, but made in the House and in the pub-
lic Press during the past two or three days,
that the finaneial position of the State eould
be laid at the door of the late Labour Gov-
crnment, In another place a member of Cab-
inet made that statement clearly and dis-
tinctly only a few days ago. Not only did
the Minister concerned make that statement
in another place, but he made it in the Press,
and the effect of it was that the whole of the
financial troubles of the present Government
were dune to the faet that the late Labour
Government were extravagant during the
time that they held office. I said last year,
and I say again to-night, that the present
Government should have endeavoured to
keep their expenditure down in time of war
to that extravagant year of the late Labour
Government, namely, 1916. .

Hon. P. Collier: They talk ahout cur ex-
travagance, but they are exceeding our ex-
renditure.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That 13 so. They
realised when they eame into office that the
revenue wasg falling off to a considerable ex-
tent. Have they made any attempt to keep
their expenditure within their revenue, or
within the bounds of what it was in 1915-
16?7 We have been told repeatedly that the
increased expenditure is brought about
owing to the large increase in sinking fund
and interest, which had to meet the loans
raised by the Labour Government, Anyone
who analyses the fignres will find that after
paying the inerease in expenditure and the
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increuse in lean and sinking fund, the Gov-
ernment this year have spent about £100,000
“niore than was spent by the Labour Govern-
ment in “1015-16, Wherein does the reason
lie for the member for Menzies eriticising
those on this side of the House because they
sometimes, deal with the fipaneial palicy of
the Govermment? I say to-day, as I have
gaid Lefore, I am confilent that if the Scad-
dan Government and this party had Dbeen
controlling the finanees of the State this in-
crease in  expenditure would never have
taken place. 1t was our endeavour at all
times, ag far as possible, to decrease the ex-
penliture with a view te bringing the
finances into a more sutisfactory position.

The Atinister for Works; In what directionw
ig there increased expenditure?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have not had an
opportunity of analysing the items. If the
Minjster for Works will look through t]_le
financial statements which have ﬂpl_)em-ed in
the Press he will ind there is nothing down
against revenue for the conduct of the Agri-
cultural Bank, the earrying out of the work-
ers’ homes scheme, or the management of
the Savings Bank. Other items will also
ghow that the cxpenditure which hus taken
place regarding them has not been chargad
to Uonsolidated Revenue this year. The
Government have altered their s'tutemc.nts to
such an extent that it is almost impossible to
make any eomparison between them. The
total expenditure, less trading coneerns,
which now appear nunder nnothl':r head, was in
1916 £5.091,721, and in 191§ it was £5,328,-
978, The increase under Loan Acts ounly
amounted to £211,000. This mfllcutes that
the whole of the inereased expenditure has not
been brought about, as has been said en
many occasions, through the large interest and
ginking fund bill whieh had to be met.
‘The Minister for Works: That is a factor
i ition.
m;[l;il.p\{i?. C. ANGWIN: T admit that.

Tion. T. Collier: Tt only accounts for about
half the inerease.

Tion. W. C. ANGWIN: My chief reason
for rising is to point out what I consider has
been a breach of confidence on the part of
the Government in respect to the conference
which was called by the Governor General
at the close of last session. Personally, I hai
bright hopes of good results coming from
that conference, and bhelieved thatz, nnder pre-
gent edhditions, it wasg n right thing to do to
call that conference together, 1 also | ox-
pected that the agreement which was arrived
at there, and which those present promised
to endeavour to have earried iuto effect,
would at all events have been carried out I_Jy
the Western Australian Government, even if
the other States had failed to do so. The
agreement intn which the Government en-
tered at that eonference wag entered into oun
behalf of the penple of this State. T regret
to say that the Covernment have mot ecarried
out their comnast, Tust after the report of
that conferenee was issued I had the pleasurc
»f meeting the Premier in regard to the
matter.. e assred me that so far as the
Sovernmment were concerned they would keep
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the promise made at that confercnce. In’
compary Wwith the secretary of the Austra-
lian- Labonr FPederation I also interviewed
the Colonial Seeretary, who gave us a definite
promise that if the Labonr party at their
meeting agreed to uphold their actions, the
Government wonld earry out the promise
made at the conference. What Ims hap-
pened? It is true that one or two fines which
were made bave been rvemitted. It is also
true that after the wheat had been stacked
at Spencer’s Brook and Midland Junction, or
a great portion of it, the Government said
they wonld waive the position with regard to
the men, The greatest difficulty which ex-
isted at that time was at Fremantle. T say
without fear of contradiction that neither
the Government nor the private employers
carried out the agreement which they made
at the Governor General’s conference in eon-
nection with this matter.

Mr, Munsie: They have absolutely iguored
it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The private em-
ployers said that the employers of the water-
side workers were not represented at that
conference. They made it elear that as this
was the case they cowld not be cailed npon to
earry out any arrangement made thereat. I
certainiv thought that the private emplovers,
having had for their mouthpicces at the con-
ferenee Messrs TFairbairn, Leslie, and Neijl
MeNeil, who, after consultation in Mel-
hourne and drawing up certain conditions,
said they ware agreeable to abide by them,
would net have immediately taken such aec-
tion as would render mull and void the agree-
ment arrived at. Only one or twe things
were asked for, and thesr could guite readily
have been granted. What was asked for was
that the employers should do awav with the
old conviet system which had been in vogue
at Fremantle, that the ticket and badge sys-
tem should he removed, so that every man
could have a name instcad of a number, that
all men should be put on an equality, and
that there should he absolnte freedom of
action. That is all that the workers at Fre-
mantle ask for. But the employers of the
waterside workers rerused to agree ,to that.
In view of this position I thought that the
Government of the day, who were the largest
ecmployers of labour through the medium of
the Harbour Trust, A scmi-Government insti-
tution, would at any rate ecarry out their com-
paet,  After having given us a definite state-
ment that they wonld abide by the decision
arrived at in conference, thev then said that
as a certain  conference had been held in
Perth in connection with the Labour party
with whieh they did not agree, and seeing
that ecertiin resolutions were carried at that
ronference. thev refused to fulfil their pro-
mise in conneetion with the Fremantle water-
side workers. which promise had heen
given at the Governor General’s conference.
That was the excuse they gave. In mv opin‘on
those who arrived at that agreement—they
were the representatives of the Governments
of Australia at that time—had no intention
whatever of earrying it out. Their subseouent
action proves that to me conclusively. They
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were surprised that the represeniatives of the

Labour party whom they brought to that con-.

ference were agreeable to work in harmony
sith them; and at the first opportunity
which presenteil itself they senght to brenk
the arrangement made at the conferenee. Just
hefore the conference was held, 1 stated in
this Chamber that a large number of alien
subjects were being employed on the wharf at

Fremantle. Hon. members here said, ‘‘No,
it is not true; it cannot be true.’”’ Some

members said that if sueh was the case it
constituted a shame and a disgrace. Has my
statement been contradicted? Has any person
yet been able to contradiet it? A metropolitan
newspaper sald it was time my statement was
either contradieted or admitted. Up to date
however, no one has been able to offer a con-
tradietion. The Military authorities have
thought it necessary to qurestion me on the
subject, and to seek information ag to whether
my statement was well founded or not, They
‘were called on to repert. In reply to a re-
quest from the Military authorities, T waited
o them, and the result was that they said,
“We are not going to deny your et:atemenl;s,
but the alien subjeets are not there now;
they are gone.’’ That was twoe months after
1 made my statement here: in the interim the
alien subjeects had been removed, This coun-
fry has had to pay dearly for the position
which has obtained and still obtains at. Fre-
mantle. Last year the conditions at TFre-
mantle involved a payment of over £2,000 for
additional police—a wilful and wicked waste
of money, for Fremantle has heen as orderly
throughout the trouble as ever it was. The
extra police there to-day are guite unnecessary.
Let me add that the position at Fremantle hag
involved the whole State in an extra expense
of 4d. per fon for handling ecargo. The cost
of handIng cargo last year was greater by
4d. per ton than in previous years.

Hon. P. Collier: A eriminal waste of pub-
lic money.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: This is Nationalism.

Hon. P. Collier: This is for the scabs.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Tt is for the purpose
of erushing unienizm. Tt is done as a punish-
ment to men who made a m'stake, and who
have honestly admitted making a wmistake and
have done their best to rectify the error. But
punighment has had to go on all this time,
because, as the Government stated definitely
and distinetly, certain other persons mnob in
any way concerned in the trouble passed a
certain resolution. I eonsider the Government
ghould have removed the difficulties existing
at Premantle—and this applies to the Govern-
ments of Australia, beeause the same position
Las obtained in New South Wales. The diffi-
enlties could have heen removed through the
medinm of the resolutions passed by the Gov-
ernor General’s conference, which resolutions
offered the finest expedient that ever pre-
sented itself towards the barmonious working
of all parties together. THowever, the Gov-
ernments failed to keep the promise made at
the conference. In this State, the Govern-
ment have dene nothing bnt embitter the Pre-
mantle workers against those in authority
The workers have seen their children want
bread, and not a hand has been lifted by the

~
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Western Australian Government towards the
ed of remedying an fujustice which has ex-
isted for months. In this cennection 1 have
been keenly disappointed. T . thought that
the matter was being handled with a view to
bringing about among our people that unan-
imity which has been preached from every plat-
form of this State, that wnanimity which we
were told was essential in these times, Not
long ago, when walking in the street, I met two
soldiers who had returned from the Front. I
asked them whether they were working, and,
one of them replying yes, I asked, *‘Are you
following youl o]{l 10b?’’  The reply, w]uch,
if T may, I will give in the returned soldier’s
own words, was as follows, ‘*It’s damned hard
to come bock from the ]?ront and find other
men, with the consent of the Government of
this State, holding our positions.'’

The Minister for Works: Were these rve-
turned soldiers lumpers?

Hon., W. C, ANGWIN: They had been
working for the Harbour Trust previously. I
can give the Minister their names if he se
desires. I quote the incident in order to illus-
trate the feeling which has been created at
Fremantle.

Hon. P. Oollier: In order to find those re-
turned soldiers employment, the Government
wonld have to put the hapgman off, and that
would not he fair.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I was in hopes that
as the result of an expression of opinion of
this House last session, something would have
been done to remove the trouble.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Anyhow, that was the im-
pression conveyed to us.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, I had been
in liopes that the Government of the day would
earry out the agreement reached at the Gov-
crnor General’s conference. But, unfortu-
nately for the wmen, the employers of water-
gide workers at Fremantle, of whom the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, a semi-Government in-
stitution, are the largest, thought it unwise
that the agreement should be carried out. The
ouly exeuse put forward, and a lame excuse
L eall it, was that at a eertain meeting of the
Labonr party, held in Perth and not attended
by any of those men, a certain resolution had
been earried. Ts that a fair exeuse, a just
exeuse? .

Mr. Munsie: Certainly not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T repeat what T
have said here on a previous oceasion in this
connecton, that many of the .men affected
have sons at the Front fighting our battles
to-day; that others of these men, unfortu-
nately. have sons who remained on the battle-
icld; that yet others have sons who are
returned wounded sgoldiers. The Government
are to-day erushing a union of whose member-
ship over 400 have talken or are taking their
pirt in fighting, on the hattlefield, for the
liberties of the Australian people. The Gov-
ernment of the day have not treated the
union fairly and justly, They have not rea-
lised the position. Thev have not tried to
go as far as they should have gone in the
direction of forcing the hands of the employ-
crg, so that that justice whieh was promised
to these men sheuld be rendered to them. T
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regret the necessity for bringing this matter
vp to-day. T thought the matter had pre
Vlously been placed before the Government
with such clearness that they would make
every endeavour to remove any discantent
amongst our people. With my eolleagues I
helieve that we ought all to work in har-
mony, and that we ovght to endeavour to en-
sure that our people ghould be as contented
a3 possible. But when one tries to intensify
the prevailing hitterness, a bitterness which
has prevailed for nearly 12 months, that is
not in the best interests of the State or of
the people.

The Minister for Works:
intensify the bitterness?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: A semi-Government
institution, the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
They have not heen asked to remedy the
position,

The Premier: Yes, they have, The matter
has been put to them -over and over again.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: Though glad to
have that assurance of the Premier, T regret
that no endeavour has been made to force

Who is trying to

the Fremantle Harbour Trust to do the right-

thing. The bitterness existing in Australia,
and particularly in Western Australia, to-day,
ig due to the failure of the employers to aarry
out the henourable understandmg arranged
at the Governor General’s confercnce, I
looked forward to a settlement of the diffi-
culty in this State, and had every confidence
in the Government on that point. But, un-
fortunately, I was leaving on a rotten stick.
The position at Fremantle to-day is as bad
as ever it was. The member for Toodyay
(Mr. Piesse), when the leader of the Oppo-
sition was dealing with the rabbit question,
said that members on this side of the House,
and partieularly the feader of the Opposition
himself, were responsible for the present
position of the rabbit pest, The hon, mem-
ber said that action should have been taken
prmr to the change of Government, that the
time for action was prior to the Labonr ~‘\d-
ministration going out of office.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Before tea I was
dealing with the remarks made by the mem-
ber for Toodyavy by way of interjection on
the subject of the rabbit question. He
pointed out that the ILabour Government
were responsible for the position which exists
to-day. T would lilte to quote for his benefit,
and T am sorry he is not here, some state-
ments which were made by the Honorary
Minister (Mr. Baxter) in the Legislative
Couneil when he was introdueing the Vermin
Boards Act Amendment Bill on the 20th
Fehruary, 1918,

Mr. Maley: He said the Labour Govern-
ment were partly responsible,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The interjectiona
implied that if action had been taken at once
the position would not be as had as we find
it to-day, The Honorary Minister in intro-
dueing the Bill said—

There have heen a lot of extravagant
statements made in regard to the invasion
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by rabbits, and these statements are caus-
ing alarm among settlers in the State.
Not only are they doing that, but at the
same time they will go a long way to-
wards affecting the security of holdings.
. I do not say that the rabbit pest is not
serious; it i§ very serious indeed, but [
will say it has not reached the stage tor
such loud clamouring as to eause alarm
not only to the settlers, but to the heads
of financial iustitutions oupon whom the
farmers are <ependent to ecarry them
through hard seasons, Tt is said that the
Rabbit Department have dome praetically
nothing during the past few years to cope
with the pest. That statement is incorreet
and misleading For the past 14
years the Rabbit Department have urged
settlers to femee in their holdings. of
ecourse the present price of netting is ridi-
culous. Twelve months after the outbreak of
war there was plenty of netting available.
Farmers had an opportunity of getting it
from the Government and having 20 years
at a low rate of interest in which to pay
for it. There was no exéuse then for
farmers not to fence in their holdings. The
- Aet provided for it and the Government
found the netting.

Apparently there was plenty of netting in

stock at that time, but the farmers did not

avail themselves of it.
The great majority of settlers in  the
State are of opinion that rabbits would
not hecome a pest. It is only now at the
eleventh hour that they wake up and
shriek ount **Why do not the Govermment
do this or that.”’ The Government are here
to carry out the Act, and it is for the aet-
tlers themselves to exterminate the rabhits.

At a later stage the Honorary Minister
said—
A few words now regavding what the
oceupiers of Iand eould and should have
done. There were very few rabbits in the
AMt. Marshall “district three or four years
ago . . . The occupiers were not foreed
by the Department to do anything. The
position was put before them clearly. The
expense then would have béen very slight
indeed. But, no. The occupiers waited
until the eleventh hour wheun they are over-
run with rabbits, The absurd idea was
that the rabbit could not live in a country
like this. Why, the rabbit will Jive where
nothing else could live. Another idea was
that our poison plants weuld keep the rab-
bits down, but people who helieve that
have a very poor conception of the pro-
lific nature of the rabhit.  The rabbits
would clear thiz country of poison, and
after that they would still keep on going.
Two gentlemen interviewed me on this
matter recently, and asked me what the
Government were going to do. I asked
them, ‘*What have you dome¥’’ Theyr said
thev had laid poison, I asked how. They
replied that they had laid down poison a
couple of times at the beginning of the
season, Fancy their saying that when they
ought to have been laying poison three

-
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days a week continnously, carrying the
thing right through. We are only playing
with the rabbits by putting down poisen
occasionally,
That is the epinion of the Minister in charge
of this department so far as the settlers arve
concerned. A little Jater on he said—
Another feature of the case is that sct-

tlers, practieally without exeeption, al-
most  ridicule the officers of the depart-
ment. The settlers have never taken the

rabbit question seriously. Tt is only now,
when they are over-run with rabbits, that
they do take it seriously. Even now, how-
ever, they do not take it upon themselves,
but ask what are the Government going
to do? Tt is just about time that people be-
came more self-reliant. They cannot lean
on the Government for everything, The
settlers must take their share of the burden
of exterminating the rabbits. TIf there were
& large amount of money to be expended
by the department in exterminating the
rabbits, we might still go on in the old way;
but if such an amount were put on the Esti-
mates it would never be passed by this
Chamber. Certain people have gone a little
further in leaving gates open. In some
cases they have actunlly sneaked omt after
dark for the purpose of opening rahbit-proof
gates and propping them open.
Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}): Who is the author of all that rubhbish?
Hon, P, Collier: Mr. Baxter. your collcague.
Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: Mr. Baxter went
on to say—

A watch has heen kept, but strance to
say while the waichman was there the gates
were not left open. Immediately he was
withdrawn, however, the gutes were left open
again, There are people who know the cir-
cumstances of these eases, and say they have
a good idea of who is responsible, but they
will not even give the Department a Wnt as
to who it is.  What chanece have the De-
partment of combating that sort of thing
along such a length of fence?

The Honorary Minister went on to point out
that there were very few rabbits in any of
those areas in 1916, and it was by the aetion
of the farmers themselves that the rabbity
spread through the agrieultural distriets. In
fact, the Honorgry Minister went on te say,
the rabbits have been enconraged to come in-
side the fenee. I want to remind my friends
opposite that during last scssion when we
were ddealing with the Rabbit Bill, we en-
deavoured te frame the Bill so that the Gov-
ernment would attend to their reserves ad-
joining gettlements, and in that way assist’
the settlers to destroy the rabbits. But, with
one or two exceptions, hon. members were
against us. The member for Toodyay who
eriticised vs said we were responsible for the
existing conditions. The position to-day is
that *the rabbits exist in sueh nembers that it
will he compulsory for the Government to pro-
teet the settlers to the extent of attending to
the destruction of the pest on Government re-
serves. T am pleased to see, according to the
report of a deputation which waited on the
Premier from the Farmers and Settlers’ Asso-
ciation, that the Premier promised to do every-

251

thing he ¢an to hring about the destruction of
rabbits, Tt is better late than never. Two years
have elapsed sinee this matter was hrought
under the notice of the Government, but very
little has een done. The Minister for Works
has beeu lively in making preparation for the
destruction of the vermin,

The Minister for Works: We sold over 200
carts, and they were good carts, oo,

Hon. W. C¢. ANGWIN: T intend to say
only a few words on the subjeet of immigra-
tion. I am one of those who for many years
in this Chamber advocated immigration, but
sinee the war has broken out I think it will
he madness for us to attempt any system of
immigration te Western Australia.

Hon. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): During the war.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Ycs, So far as able-
hodied men are concerned, if there are any
avniable in the old Country, they will be re-
quired there, There is not the least doubt
to my mind that as soon as peace is pro-
claimed, Great Britain will require all the men
she can get. The industries will have to be
built up again and efforts will have to be made
to again capture the markets which have been
lost on account of the war., Great Britain will
be short of men on account of the big losses
and there will therefore be some difficulty in
getting immigrants to come to Australia. T
am afraid—although I hope it will not be
so—that the demand for men in the older
countries will be greater than in Anstrplia for
some yeats to come. T was surprised the other
day af the publication of the announcement
with regard fo the 20,000 immigrants who
would be required for this State afier the
termination of the war. Tn looking up the
records I find that the Premier was a member
of the committce who snbmitted this recom-
mendation to Cabinet, and I find also that
Cabinet endorsed it and sent a cablg to the
Secretary of State pointing out what West-
ern Australia eould do in that direction. I do
not think the officer of the State who is away
in England at the present time, and who is
unable to speak for himsgelf, should have it
stated of him that he was doing something
withont authorvity. The anthority was actu-
ally given by the Government of the day and
the officer was carrying out instructions. What
is wanted here is population. Where it is to
come TFfrom in the futuwre I do not know.
Beeanse, a3 T have previously said, in 1912-
18, when we were bringing oubt immigrants
in large numbers, an agitation arose in Eng-
land against the loss of English manhood.
So strong was the agitation that Sir Joseph
Cook, who heeame Prime Minister of the
Commanwealth at the end of 1913, sent an
officer to Germany fov the purpose of ascer-
taining whether he could not get immigrants
from that country. The report that came to
Western Australia suggested that it ought to
be possible to people Australia from Northern
Germany. At that time the Governments of
Victorin and of New South Wales joined
forees in vespect of immigration and paid
for thousands of berths in Australian bound
ghips. berths which, however, remained empty
beeause immigrants eould not be found to
fill them.  Huondreds of berths were secured



252

by the Western Australian Government. Sir
Joseph Coox provided £200,000 to assist im-
migration, making it eonditicnal that the
nomber of immigrants should exeeed the
average that had been received by cach
State during the preceding three years. As
I have said, the outcome was the sending of
an ambassador to Germany and other coun-
iries for immigrants. The Minister for In-
dustries informed us the other night that a
laboratory to deal with forest produets was
to be crected in Western Australia. The
Minister said he had feared that endeavours
would be made to have the laboratory estab-
lished in one of the Eastern States, but that
owing to the superior timber resources in
Western Australia, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment had decided_to place it here. Since
the Minister's announcement Dr. Gellately,
speaking at the Million Club—where he told
us that if we dounbled our population our jn-
debtedness per head would be decreased by
one-half—deelared that the State Govern-
ment were contributing £5,000 towards the
establishment of the laboratory. I hope that,
later on, the Minister for Tndustries will tell
us what we stand to gain from the expendi-
ture of thig sum. Surely, if the laboratory is
regarded by the Commonwealth as being ne-
cessary, the Commonwealth is better able to
bear the cogt than is the State. I hope the
sum referred to ia mot heing contributed
stmply to induce the Commonwealth to come
to this State, If Western Australia is bet-
ter endowed with forests than is any of the
other States, that, and that alone, shonld be
the inducement for the placing.of the labora-
tory here. We should impress upon membersg
of the Commonwealth Government, some of
whom seem to think that Western Australia
is part of another country altogether, that
if this laboratory is necessary to the indus-
tries of Australia, Western Australia is part
of Awstraliz and should be treated jnst  as
favaurably as are the other States. T was
pleased to learn that the Government are
going fto hring down a Roads Bill and a Traf-
fic Bill. T hope that in the Traffic Bill just-
ice will be done to the lesser loenl bodies,
that not the whole of the license fees, parti-
cnlarly those collected in the metropolitan
area. will o to ane or two of the loeal aunthn-
rities, while others have to maintain  the
roads.

The Minister for Works: You will help me
if T bring that forward?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Certainly, if it is
framed in an equitable manner. The Traffia
Bill haa been introduced on several occnsions
and it should have become law long ago.
Legislation in rerard tn vehicle licenses has
pressed unjustly on smaller distriets for many
years past. The Roads Bill may give rise to
a little controversy. bnt T hope the Minister
will endeavour to frame the Rill in such a
way as to relieve it of controversial matter
wherever possible. The Minister for Tndus-
trics should be encourared in his endeavours
to build np industries in this State. Tet me
here remind the member for Menzies (Mr.
Mullanv) that Western Australia was in-
dnred to enter Federation principally on ae-
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count of the tariff which then existed be-
tween the States. The whole of the people
of the State, and particularly of the ygold-
fields were strongly of opinion that the goods
being sent into Western Australia from the
other States should come in duty free. A
free breakfast was dangled before our cyes,
and this was largely responsible for inducing
the State te enter Federation. The difficul-
ties we now enconnter in building up indus-
tries in this State are based largely on the
fact that we have no power to impose a Cus-
toms or Kxeise tariff against the products of
the industries already established in the
Easgtern States, indnstries which were built
up under a protective fariff. But there ave
ways other than Customs or Excise dnties by
which we might assist our young industries,
and T wounld remind the member for Menzies
that my interjection this afternocon referred,
not to the tariff, but to those other expedi-
ents, The Minister for Industries told usz
the other night that bacon has been put on
the third priority list. We know what that
means. Tt means that in all probability the
impertation of hacon into Western Aunstralia
will cease. The price of hacon is already
going up. That i3 one way of building up
our industries. Not long age a gentleman
told me that the putting of bacon on the
third priority list meant a thousand pounds
to him. It shows that, when we build up our
industries in this way, we o it at the ex-
pense of the consumer, and that the increase
in price goes directly into the poekets of pri-
vate individuals. We should try to avoid
that. Tf we ean build up industries to stand
on their own foundation, then I will give the
Minister my support, but we shounld he very
wary about building np industries at the cost
of inereasing the price of the people’s food.

Mr. Mullany: But if we do not make an
attempt they will never be built up.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: T admit that, but
when it iz made impossible for the manu-
faeturers to ship their goods here, the con-
sumer has to pay an increased price, and the
benefit goes, not into the coffers of the State,
but into the nockets of the manofacturers.
To that extent the system is worse than the
flagtama.  The member for Menzies- was on
the goldfiells at the time, and he kuows why
Western Aunstralia entered Frederation.

Hon. R. . Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Tt was for the purpose of defence.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Nonsense! Defence
had not themr been thought of. Tt was on
the score of a free breakfast. We did not
‘get the free breakfast, but Western Austra.
lian indusiries have suffered ever since.
Tn  conelusion, I trust that hon. mem-
bers  will  helieve that any  criticism
from this side is proffered honestly.
Tf at any time members on this side consider
the Government deserving of eriticism, *that
eriticiam shall Dbe forth¢oming. At the pre-
sent time our greatest (difficulty lies in finding
something for which to praise the Government,
for the finances are steadily getting worse and
worse. [t takes my mind hack to boyhood
flays, A man in our village used to run a
small battery. He was not doing too well, and
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as the stamps went up and down he set the
motion to words. Onc day a neighbour asked,
¢¢\Vell, John, how are the stamps going®’’
‘‘Worser, worser, worser, worser,”’ was his
reply. So with ns; we are going backwards,
and the tinie bas arrived when some attempt
should be made to reduce the cost of adminis-
stration. In my opinion, there has been no
“justification for increaging the expenditure
out of revenne sinee the 30th Jnue, 1916.
Yet there has heen a considerable increase,
both last year and this yenr, over the pre-
vious figures.

The MINJSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
‘George—Murray-Wellington) |[7.58]: The hon.
member referred to the expenditure of last
year and of 1916-17, 1f he means the House
to understand that there has been more
money expended on administration, and also
in regard to the volume of work, he may have
some grounds for his belief, so far as the
‘latter 18 concerned. But I hope to be able
to convince members that there has
been a2  econsiderable reduction in  the
-¢ost of administration. The hon, member re-
ferred to the coming of the Roads Bill and the
‘Traffic Bill. I was pleased with his remarks.
When those Bills come before the House I
shall rely on the hon, member to give me every
assistance in carrying them through. The hon.
member spoke of justice to the smaller loeal
bodies. I do not wish to anticipate any-
‘thing T may have to say in regard to those
Bills when the time comes, but there is cer-
tainly a great deal more behind the hon. mem-
ber’s remarks than would appear on the sur-
face. Let me give one instance: In c¢onneetion
with the maintenance of the Perth-Fremantle
road, it became necessary for me to allocate
to the different bodies, whose territory ran
along it, what I comgidered would be a fair
-charge againgt their subsidies. In order to as-
certain what that charge should be, I caused a
-eengus to be taken on the road for a full fort-
night. ‘We traced every vehicle from its
gonrce to the end of its journey, and got to-
gether a most elaberate and instructive report.
I found, taking a unit of 100 per cent., that
the city of Perth was the source of traffic of
45 per cent. of vehicles using the Perth-Fre-
‘mantle road. Fremantle, so far as I can re-
member, was responsible for abent 23 per cent.
of the traffic. The two municipalities T have
mentioned account therefore for 68 per eent.
-out of the 100 per cent., and the remaining dis-
tricts took up the balanee. Alonw one portion
of this road there are two miles of territory
«controlled by the Claremont roads board. This
loeal authority does not provide one per cont.
-of the total traffie, and yet two miles of the
road would in the ordinary way have hcen
congidered a fair charge against it. Tf hon.
members will think over the fignres they will
see that the member. for North-East Freman-
tle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) was quite warranted
in putting forward. as a matter for comsider-
ation in the new Traffic Bill with regard to
fees. the question of doing justibe tor the
smaller bodies.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T hope you will in-
crease the fees in connection with the large
motorg trading along this road.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS. The hon
meniber made some remarks about the Minis
ter for Tndustries in conbeetion with the
laboratory. I should have been very pleasec
if the £5,000 to which he referred had been
provided by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and if there are any means by

“which this money ecan be so provided, so

mueh the better, I am convinced, lowever,
that if the laboratory costs this State more
than £3,000, and we can get it established in
the State and it will do that work which we
can reasonably expeet it should do, it will be
one of the best things that has ever happened
to Western Australia. I do not think any of
us fully realise the resources of this great
State. 1 rejoice in the fact that I bave a
colleague whose mind iy broad emough and
whose phiek is goed enough to cause researches
to be made with the object of determining
what the resources of this State really are. I
understand that the Commonwealth will un-
dertake the maintenance of the laboratory,
and pay all the salaries and expenses in con-
neetion with it. Even if Western Australia
had to pay the lot, if times were better and
we could find the money, T should say that the
Government, would be justified in ineurring the
expense. | feel certain that we have within our
borders untold wealth, apart altogether from
our wool, timber, or gold, and that we have
resourees which could be exploited and shouid
be exploited for the purpose of developing to
the uwtmost extent this good old country of
ours. The memher for North-East Fremantle
made some reference to the immigration pro-
posals. T should like to inform hon. members
that it was idle to expeet to receive from Ger-
many during the four years preceding the war
anything like an inflox of population into
Australia, A book has recently heen published
by a French professor dealing with Germany’s
economic rise. Members will find in that book
some idea, which they have not been able to
get from our newspapers, of the way that
Germany has sct about her work. Whereas in
1903 emigration from Germany was proceed-
ing in rather a large way, ruaning into, T be-
lieve in one year, 300,000, for the two or three
vears antecedent to the war Germany’s emi-
gration was only 20,060. Germany, by mecans
of her economic penctration of the markets of
the world, and the Aumping of her surplus
products, was able te absorb within her own
borders all those people who otherwise would
have been likely to have left her. The hon.
member made a few remarks abont rabbits.
Hon. members will know that when I had the
pleasure and profit of running the Black Swan
Foundry I never missed an opportunity of in-
troducing the Rlack Swan Foundry into the
debates in tha House. So long as T am the
head of the State trading concerns, aud have
to deal with the State Implement Works—
though_T would sconer see them as a private
enterprise—menibers are going to hear about
the State Tmplement Works at breakfast
dinner, lunch, and tea. So far as the rabbit
Poison carts are eoncerned, T had the pleasure
of hearing to-night from the manager of the
Tmplement Works that some of the farmers
frorp Men:e[lin and Kellerberrin, who were
paying a visit to the works the other day, had
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nothing but words of commendation for the
carts which had been made there, One farmer
said, ‘T have had no trouble with rabbits
since T got my cart to work. T bought my
cart and have worked it, and if my neighbours
would do the same they would have crops as
good as mine. I am not afraid of the rab-
bits.”” The hon. member also maide some
reference to thie Fremantle umpers and the
national workers, If there is any body of men
in Western Australin genuinely regretful that
there should have been any trouble in connee-
tion with the work at Fremantle, it is the body
of men who make up the present Government.
When that trouble came about the Government
only did what any Government must do, and
what the Labonr Government would have done
had they heen in power. We circularised the
people of the State to assist us in carrying on
the business, and in preventing anyone, no
matter how influential he might be or whether
he was an employer or an employee, from
stieking up the business of the State or inter-
fering with ib. The Government played their
part, and it is a matter for regret if there is
any bitterness now amongst those who are en-
gaged in the work. The member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collicr) made an admirable speech,
which I enjoyed reading when lying sick in
bed, and enjoyed hearing about from a friend
of mine, who told me some of the little bits of
sparkling ecomedy in whieh the hon. member
engnged. The leader of the Opposition said
that the Government had drifted into a state
of chaos during the last twelve months. To
some men the power of vision is given, and to
others, perhaps, it is well that Providence has
denied that power of vision, T assure hon.
members that so far as the Government are
concerned we do not know wherein the ehaos
lies. In fact, we say we are ignorant of the
matter. T do not think, if we were engaged
in a spelling bee,
word was spelt with a ‘“k’’ or began with a
‘‘eh.”’ The hon. member aiso said that Min-
isters were going down like n Chinese proces-
sion to the Farmers and Settlers’ Assoeiation.
I did not go to the Farmers and Settlors’ As-
sociation.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not say to the
Farmers and Settlers’ Associntion. T referred
to the meeting of the Westralian Farmers.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
come to that direetly. T did not po to the
meeting of the Farmers and Settlers’ Asgso-
ciation. Had I belonged to that party T see
no reason why T should not have gone there,
but I Ao not know if I should have allowed
them to call me to account if I had gone.
Perhaps they wonld not have dared to do
that with me. If I had belonged to their
party why should T not havd® attended the
conferenee for the purpose of learning what
the people, who represent a hig portion of the
Stnte, have to say? These men did not come
to Perth for a pienie, hut to exchange views
wpon what was wanted to assist them in their
partienlar avoeation. T do not see any wrong
in any member of the Country party, whe-
ther a Minister or otherwise, ,going down to
learn at first hand what these people, who re-
present a considerable portion of the State,

we would know whether the:
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want in their own interests. Now about the
Chinese procession.

Hon, P. Collier: You were in that,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
1 would he there to-morrow, I went down
with the Premier, He was not ashamed of
me, and I certainly was not ashamed of him,
Wea went down there, what for?

Mr, Jones: *‘Whaffor?’’

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: We were
invited to attend the meeting of the West-
wafian Farmers. T went down there because
my chief was there, and so that I should be
there if anything cecurred at the meeting.
T attended the meeting more particularly be-
cause T am, in effect, the general manager
of the State Tmplement Works, T went
there to have a heart to leart talk with
those people over whom I am hoss,

Tan, P. Collier: The report says that yon
invited them to lunch,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The results
paid for the lunch which the Tmplement Works
provided. As T am head of the State
Tmplement Works, the wWestralian Tarmers
are my agents, and those people who ave their
agents in the c¢ountry are, what may he
called, my sub-agents. 1 went there to tell
them what we could manufacture at the State
Tmplement Works in the way of harvesters,
plonghs, drills, poison carts, and the like. I
asked them down to bave lunch at the State
Implement Works, Sixty of them accepted
the invitation, and the orders that we hooked
then and which came in during the following
week were reully worth having, T£ I eould
get orders for the works by going down there
again T am prepared to do so on every day
in the week, even if T have to work till mid-
night in order to keep wmy office going. The
hon, member also said, ‘‘Cabinet was the
graveyard of the hopes and aspirations of
the country.”” T de not know from what
sonrce he got this idea. Do we look like a
graveyard?

Mr. Munsie: Tt is your actions which re-
present a graveyard.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not the
actions. Actions spring from the epirit, and
the apirit of the Goveroment is behind their
actions in doing their best to place Western
Australia in a better position than she hag
been in for some time past.

Mr. Munsie: You are making a pretty poor
job of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member alsn said that the Government were
tinkering with the question, and were put-
ting men with wives and children out of a
j0b in order.to give work to returned sol-
diers. The hon. member was then asked by
the member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale),
‘‘Has this been donef’’ and the hon. mem-
ber replied, “‘Yes, it has heen done all over
the place by the Government.’’ T challenge
the hon. memher to furnish proof of that
gtatemgnt. T have no doubt he has been told
this, just as T know that eertain statements
have heen made in regard to the lunatie
agylum at Claremont. Two incidents have
been given to the Press as if they had hap-
pened quite recently, Tn reality one in-
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wident happened 18 years ago, and the
other happened five years ago. If the
hon. gentleman will obtain from  his

dinformant the statements supporting the alle-
gation, the Government will Jook right into the
matter, and if anything of the sort has oc-
enrred it will be put right, Apart from peit-
-ties, the leader of the Opposition is as gond
.4 man as any in this State; and he knows
perfectly well that neither in his mind does
he eredit the allegation nor in his heart does
he know it to be true.
" Hon, P. Collier: T know it to be true in
:some instances.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
-gentleman has been wmisinformed. Regarding
the Harvey irrigation settlement, I am sorry
‘s0ine members appear to think that beeause I
happen to represent the distriet in which Har-
vey is situated I have a bias in the matter,
"The Government of which the leader of the
‘Oppesition was a shining light undertook that
4 complete scheme should be ecounstructed at
Harvey for £34,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Aad we built it.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Tt was also
agreed that the acrenge to be taken into the
-scheme should be 3,300. But I found that
-something like £5,000 worth of work which
shonld have been ineluded in the £34,000 ex-
ponditure had never been done; and therefore
‘the only honest thing was to redmce the capi-
-talisation of the scheme by that amount of
-£5,000. Moreover, the 'acreage had been cut
down frem 3,300 to 2,600, and the Harvey peo-
ple would not have it, and I could net uphold
it. By reducing the eapitalisation from £34,000
to £29,000,and giving fthe proper divisor, the
rate which can be legitimately levied on the
“Harvey people is 14s. per acre; and this they
-are willing to pay. When the £5,000 has been
gpent, if ever it is spent, the rate will be
raiged. :
-'Hon, P, Collier: Will an amending Bill he
‘needed for that purpose?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
quite sure; but if a4 Bill is regnired I know
hon, members’ sense of juslice will support it.
Had the wminntes placed on the files of the
Water Supply Department by the leader of
the Opposition when in office been earried out,
this Harvey trouble would not have acenrred.
"The membher for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) has
had a wide experience in his own partieular
profession, buf in pelitics js, T think, some-
what more of a theorist than any other mem-
bor of this Monse.  The hon. member ap-
planded the leader of the Opposition for hav-
ing made ‘fa vigorous, and on the whole justi-
fiable, attack on the Government.’'  If the
memhers of this House, and his "constitvents,
-and the peonle generally, are to attach to his
utterances the weight which he would tike to
be attached to them, the hon. member should
have shown wherein the justifiable nature of
the attack lay.

Heon. P. Collier: Tt was obvious,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tf the
member for Perth takes up the attitude of
candid friend of the Government, his expres-
sfons of eandour should carry with them some-
thing more than the fault. Tf he is to he a
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ngeful member of this Chamber and z wseful
citizen of this country, he needs te assist the
Government to get the country into a better
position; and to that end he must be construe-
tive ag well as destruetive. Some of the hon.
gentleman’s figures of speech were unques-
tionably excellent. He male a reference to
the Colonial Treasurer. I do not always agree
with the Treasurer, but there is about my col-
league this—in the matter of trying to get his
funds into something like decent order, be is
ahsolutely single-minded and sineere.

Hon. P. Collier: The trouble is with the
team, not with the Treasurer

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Perth talked about the Treasurer
‘‘gereaming like a wounded hare,”’ In some
quarters, 1 suppose, that sort of talk goes for
bumour; as would also the expression about
the ‘‘wilted flower.”” T should have thought
that the member for Perth, from that lofty
clevation of his which the man in the street
cannot even approach, wonld have risen a little
Ligher than he did in his similes, and possibly
might have recognised that honmesty of purpose
calls for admiration and not for contempt.
The member for Perth further spoke of a
statement that there was a possibility of the
finances being straightened without retrench-
ment or additional taxation. Tt simply shows
that whoever did the "‘devilling’’ for
the hon. memher as regards getting
up the matter for his speeches had
not  given sufficient researeh to  the
subjeet, or else had heen furnished by
nature with a blind intellect instead of an
enlighteneil one. The Government say that re-
trenchment and taxation alone cannot remedy
the sitvation. Retrenchment in its way, and
taxation in its way, are each of them well
engugh if fairly and sympathetically adminis-
tered; but, beyond those two matters, there
are others in which we wust try, for the sake
of the people, to halance the finances. If
simply taxation on the one hand and retrench-
ment on the other are to he retied on for
bringing about « satisfactory state of the
finances, they will simply intensify the disease
The member for Perth further remarked,
‘‘The State was now burdened with an inter-
est nceount every year which made it impos-
sible, under existing conditions, to make the
finanees sound; aund the only pessible remedy
that eould be suggested was that the expendi-
ture upon the civil service should be cut down,
not by lowering salaries, but hy amending the
Puoblic Service Act to enable sacking to be
possible.’? Mas the hon, member ever thought
it worth while to make inquiry, cither of the
Premier ar the Treasurer, or even of the lesser
fry of Ministers, whether there has heen re-
duetion in expenditure? Before finishing, I

hope to econvinee the Thon. member that
he was too hasty in making that state-
ment. The Tiduecation Vote, he declares,

gould be and ought to be eut down., He hav-
ing said that,of course we have our orders
and must carry them out. But why did
net the hon. gentleman show how the cutting
down was to he done? TWhat does he wish to
attack? The primary system of education in
this State? Tf so, he haz wno chance. Our
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secondary edueation? He has Buckley’s show.
If he wishes to attack the university, the re-
ply is that he, as a university man himself,
should be ashamed to make the attempt. But
Why does not the hon. member tell us what
he wants dose? If he is to remain in Parlia-
ment, he will learn that the House expects
from him not merely destructive criticiam,
but also criticism helpful to the Government
of the day, whoever they may be. Hec said that
while the leader of the Opposition had ex
pressed himself as uwawilling to sncer at in-
dostries which were being promoted by the
Minister for Industries, he, the member for
Perth, wished to speak of them with the utmost
disrespect; and he went on fo refer to grind
stones and jams. While the member for
Perth told us that gold, timber, and wool,
and T think he also ineluded pearl-

gheiling, were our main industrics, a
little amplification might be desirable.
We cannot put all our sons into gold-

mining or wood-chopping or wool-growing.
If as fathers we have any sense of regponsi-
bility, we will try to obtain for our sons such
openingd as will afford them an opportunity.
Let us create opportunities for our sons to
obtain their future livelihood. We can make
good pgrindstones in Western Australia—
there are many politicians who lLave axes to
grind—and good ,jam. We have good
fruits; Mr. Jones of Hobart admitted
that our fruit was saperior to  that
of his own State. What is there wrong
in a Minister’s honestly trying to develop
industries here so that we may offer more
avenues of employment? If the Minister for
Tndustries has sufficient energy and pluck and
self-denial to try and foster new industries, it
cannot, at all events, hurt the country.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Northam
was blamed by you for doing things.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let me tell
the member for Perth that in my trade of en-
ginger we try to have no illusions, In con-
hection with the Lon. member’s profession it
is usually considered, at any wate by the
elients, that lawyers make sure of their facts.

Hon. P. Collier: Make sure of their fees.

THE MINXISTER FOR WORKS: T am
sure the hon. member will pardon my stating to
the House that a little time ago he Ted a
deputation to me, whiel included also the mem-
ber for Past Perth (Mr. Hardwick), and the
acting Mayor of Perth, and the City Treas-
urer, and I do not know how many other offi.
¢ials. The sneech of the member for Perth
on that oceasion made me feel practically as
if T was g eriminal. T sat there meekly in my
chair while the hen. member towered over me
with h's tremendous height and looked at me
with his great. piercing eyes, and tackled me
about the Perth-Fremantle reoad. After a few
minutes. T in my humble and lowly fashion
sugrested to the hon. member that vossibly his
facts were not quite correct. And with all the
indignation of a lofty spirit and enlightened
pitying mind he wishbed to know if T really
thought he woulid waste his time and oceupy
mine if he were not sure of his faets. He made
me feel anite cast down and as though I were
being tried for my life and had just to say
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my prayers and be ready for the rope, I asked
him a second time if he was sure of his facts.

Mr. Pilkington: I read a statement which
wag not mine; it is quite untrue that I pro-
fessed to provide you with any facts.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
suggest that the hon. member was stating any-
thing to be a fact which he knew was not a
faet.

Mr. Pilkington: I read a statement which
you knew was not my statement. -

The MINISTER POR WORKS: Before the
hon. member left the office he was quite satis-
fied that what had been given to him as facts
and which he represented to me as faets—of
course quite honestly—were not facts. I ad-
mit T had from him a gentlemanly expression
of regret, but so far ag the aeting mayor was
concerned he apologised. Over what took place
after they left my office and when they met the
nnfortunate officials of the City Couneil out-
side T trust draw a veil. T would ask the mem-
ber for Perth what has hecome of the economic
prineiples he advocated in the *‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ recently. The hon. member attempted
to show that the Premier of this State was a
very amiable gentleman, We know that, and
we rejoice at the faet, but I do not think that
the member for Perth came out of that con-
troversy very well. The hon. member declares
with regard to the finances, *‘Cut down the ex-
penses, cut down education, cut the Civil Ser-
vice, cut the Government, eut every blooming
thing.’’ I wonld like to say to him again that it
is up to him to indicate how this country
ghould be governed. His words have been de-
struetive, but he must néw come out of that
armour of his and show u3g that he ean con-
struct as well as destroy. I am alluding to
the holy trinity of politicians. I have just dis-
posed of the one in this Chamber. There is
another in the other Chamber; I eannot refer
to him as a member of Parliament, but this
is what he said—

What I am concerned about, however, is
not so mueh haviog the Estimates ready
as to having reductions brought about . . ..
The Government came into office 12 months
ago and promised economies, but have they
lived up to that promise?

Then the other shining light who is also
in another place, and who completes my trin-
ity, said, ‘‘They have not even tried to live
up to it.'" So far as the figures which were
dealt with are concerned. they arve not worth
going into here as the Colonial Secre-
tary has already done that, but with re-
gard to fhe statement which was wade
that two-thirds of the Governor’s Speech
wiag bird-lime and the other third piffle,
T would say that that hon. member’s speech
was two-thirde igmorance and the other
third rot. That hon. member not only made
a statement in another place, but he got a
note published in the Press that Minis-
ters were sitting on this bhench in the As-
sembly merely for the salaries which thoy
were receiving. It may be considered smart-
ness ,on the part of a certain class of people
to talk like that, hut sueh a statement is an
insnlt to the whele of this party and it is
an insuit to lion. members oppnsite, What is
the salarv received hv Ministers? T am sup-
posed to he getting £1,000 per annum, whereas.
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as & Minister I do not make £500. By the
time payments are made for Honorary Min-
isters, whips, and other expenses, £500 is all
that 13 left. .

Mr. (PLoghlen: And the whip is looking
for a rise too.
. The MINTSTER TOR WORKS: T only
mention these things to show that it is all

very well to go blathering and talking, but .

if people really believe what they are saying
abont the State being in a parlous way, why
do they not come forward and make sensible
and practical suggestions which will assist
the Government. This statement was made
by a eandidate for the Claremont sent the
other night., He said that there wers nina
Ministers and 91 members of Parliament anil
that the cost to the State was £36,800.

Hon. P. Collier: He was a National candi-
date too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
original statement was wmade deliberately
in another place, and the man who
made it is posing =23 a firancial expert
in this State. As a matter of faet the sal-
aries paid to members total £24,000 while the
sum of £6,200 is paid to Ministers, making
a total of £30,200.

Hon. P. Collier: Whe was the ecandidate?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon,
member knows who it was. But coming back
to the hon. member in ancthér place, who
spoke of the Governor’s Speech as bird lime
and pifle, that gentleman wrecked the rail-
ways of this State in 1901. He sacked John
Davies, suspended J. T. Short and others eon
the word of nothing else but a druaken pimp,
a clerk in the office who had been proved to
be in a very unseemly and indecent condi-
tion at the Claremont station, one who was
nothing but a drunkard and a low liver, and
on the word of such an iudividual the hon,
memher in another place ¢aused the whole of
the railway system in the State to be upset.
John Davies was thrown eut of his position,
and J. T. Short and others were suspended,
and it afterwards took me five solid years of
hard work to get the railways ioto something
like decent shape., That man has now the
eheek to come here and try to wreek others.
The same gentleman a few years ago posed
in Fremantle as 2 man who could straighten
the finances of that municipality in a few
days. He was elected mayor but he quitted
ten days later. Then as a cattle and sheep
man he became an exploiter, and exploiting
the cattle and sheep trade in conneetion with
the State Steamship Service he made a lot of

money out of it to show the country and the’

Government how they were being done, but
he pocketed the gain, This quitter and ex-
pleiter now attacks the Government. Every
member of this House has a right to refute
statements of that sort. A gool deal has
been said with regard to retrenchment. I
have a statement which has been prepared by
the Public Service Commissioner showing
the number of officers who have been ¢ompul-
sorily retired or whose positions have been
abolished bhetween Ist May, 1917, and 3lst
August, 1918, The total is 77 officers whose
salaries total £25526. Of these the Publie
Works Department and Water Supply aceount

for 18 perinanent officers whose salaries »
present £4,496 aud other departments aceonr
for (1 officers whose salaries total £20,58
With regard to temporary employees, durin
the year ended 30th June, 1917, there wo
436 in the servi¢e of the State and the salarie
received by them totalled £70,315. On 30t
June, 1918, the namber was reduced to 3¢

with an expendituré of £59,863, or a tot:
“reduetion of 70 temporary employees and

caving in salaries of £10,450. This is ¢l
work of the Government who it is said has
done nothing to stop the finaneial drift. 1
the period referred to we have got vid of 1
fewer than 147 officers and effected & tot:
saving of £35976. In the Public Works D
partment during the year ended 30th Jun
1918, 52 officers have left the Service.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is that not on acecow
of loan work?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Some fro
revenue.

Mr. Holman: You are spending a millic
or two less now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am m
trving to take any persenal credit for the:
reduetions.

Hon, P, Collier:
reductiong,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: During ti
period stated 25 officers retired, . resigned
died and the saving effected in salari
totalled £9,676. We have re-instated some «
the soldiers who have returned, and we has
had to make other appointments which has
cost £1,570. Therefore our net reduction h
been 38 men -and £8,166. With regard to tl
Water Supply Department, on the lst Jul
1917, there were employed there 235 officer
Twelve months later the number was reduec
to 183, and a further 12 transferred fo tI

But you are quoting lo

Stores Department, Those who left t
department numbered 79 aod the sa
ing effected in salaries was £11,90
We put on 28 others, whese aalari

amounted to £8,457, so that there was a n
reduction of 53 officers and a net saving .
£7,044. - Twelve officers were transferred

Btores; their salaries ran to £2,000. The
were thus 65 officers less oun the 1st July, 191
and the saving was £9,044. The reduction

the expenditure in the Public Service, apa
from the Works Department, in the
months has been over £32,000, We cannot §
much further than that. I have no doubt ho
members opposite would have done as we
but my reply to the gentleman who talks

us about tinkering with matters and that v
must have retrenchement is that they we
talking in ignorance. Now that they knew t!
facts it is for them to eriticise if they like.
do not know that I need say mueh more

connection with this matter. If T ha
ghown a little heat, members will have

pardon me. I am not too well just no
and if T have hurt anybody’s feelings, T ho
they will bear that in mind. In eonclusic
let me say that, so far as T am able to jud;
what the people want at this eritieal jur
ture is that Ministers shall earry out thi
duties. If they take on the work they shou
put their shoulders into it. They require

be able to pull in the sand, not spasmodical
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put steadily. Ministers are doing their best.
If their best ecan be bettered, let hon. mem-
bers better it. We bave the right to ask
members to help us.

Hon., T. Walker: What! to conatruct?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. It
is the hon. member’s duty even to help us to
construet.
going to the devil, and if he can stop it, what
sort of a man would he be if he id not
bhelp? The country requires that every man
in both Houses should pull his pound when
he is on the load, and God knows the load in
Western Australia is heavy enough just now.
1f every man does net pull his pound, this
eountry in time will not be worth living in,
and will be but a poor heritage to leave to
the childven who come after us. .

Mr, JONES (Fremantle) [8.48]: T am
somewhat diffident in following the brilliant
logic and grandiloguent rhetorie which we
have had from the Minister for Works, and
becanse of that I feel hardly capable of re-
slying to him. T am not even going to at-
empt the defence of the member for Perth,
for I realise that he is quite capable of un-
lertaking that little matter himself. Meve
vords would be inadequate to express the
‘geling of bitter disappointment and disgust
it the failure of the Glovernment, as shown
n the Speeeh presented to the House, to put
‘orward anything like a concrete proposal,
inything like » definite scheme that will
ielp to save this nnfortunate State; therefore
“am not going to attempt the inadequate, T
wope that, in my brevity, I shall conform to
ven the Teesdale time limit. The member for
3oulder has administered to the Government
- castigation from which they are still smart-
ng, and T do not wish to add to that cnati-
ation. Tt is true the leader of the Oppo-
ition did not deal with all the sins of omis-
ion and ecommission of the Government.
Tad he done so he would have heen still
peaking. But bhe said sufficient to show up
he deeds of this business-acumen Govern-
1ient in all  their  naked nothingness.
le described the Speech as being without
nhstanee. Tt is a true deseription—without
nhstance: misty, speetral, ghostlike. Tt is
othing but a shadow, a long shadow thrown
eross this auwgust assembly, Perbkaps the
1adow ig particularlv long hecanse it is cast
v the setting sun of the present Administra-

nn, TFor we mnst realise that the san of

iis National Government, bhorn in intrigue,
as alreadv passed its zemith, o very wintry
with, and iz rapidly declining towards the
est.  And evidenee is wanting of a politieal
ashna, who ean eome forward and stay that

m in its course. We find that this colleetion

! colloquialisms, these airy allusions to vari-

19 subjects. to finance. to repatriation, eome

ith very littie weight to thase of us who

we cxneeted more from the Government.
nd when we remember that the Gov-
nment came into power beeause they said
ev were able to straighten the finances,
reanse they had  the necessary business
mmen, the disappoeintment is all the keener,

id the outloek all the more dreary. What,

brief Eglish, do the financial proposals

If he sees that 'the country is ..
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of the Government imply$ In the first place
nothing but dismissal aml retrenchment—
and T am saying this after the wonderful
defence the Minister for Works has put up
on behalf of his colleauges— the dismissal
and retrenchment of the lower paid men
only,. with scrupulous care for the higher
paid officials, to whose ranks new appoint-
ments have even been made. Secondly, the
complete eessation of all publie works. I am
not blaming the Minister for that, but we
must remember that this cessation of werk
is a financial aetion of the Government
whiech affects the worker by causing unem-
ployment. On the other hand, we find lavish
expenditure without question wheve the in-
terests of their masters, the financiers and
profitecrs, demand and compel such e:_ipeudl-
ture. I propose to deal very briefly with the
second part of that indietment before I sit
down, We find that while such valuable
public worka as the Esperance railway and
many other railways which should have been
carried out, the sewerage works in the sub-
urban areas, while the Government on
aceount of finaneial stringeney have been
compelled to close down those works, money
can always be found for Royal Commissions,
whether on agriculture, or merely to find
out 1f the village constable exactly suits the
religious views of a lot of sly grog-selling
WOWSErs,

Mr. Teesdale: You yourself have asked
for a Royal Commission.

My, JONES: ¥or the public good. The
Royal Commission I ask for is to save the
lives of the paticnts in the Claremont
Asylum for the Insane, patieuts liable, onr
aceount of the mismanagement of that in-
stitution, to be brutally done to death. We
find -that money "ean he provided for the
prosecution and the placing in goal of Percy
Brunton. Possibly the Government hope to
recoup themseclves with the £85 they will
receive from him if he- loses his deposit,

Hon. P. Collier; I think he is likely to
win the seat and strengthen the Government,

Mr. JONES: That is probably the only
point on whieh I can congratulate the Gov-
erument, namely, that they have induced a
man like Brunton to come forward as an out
and ‘out supporter of their Administration,
The Government are prepared to lavishly
expend money oun anything demanded by the
interests of the hig financial institutions,
We look back briefly and consider what has
been the cost to the taxpayers of the dry
nursing of the National workers on the Fre-
mantle wharf, Hon. members will remem-
ber that the initial expenditure, irrespective
of the salaries of the highly plaged Govern-
ment offieials who weve sent to see that the
salt was in the soup and that the asparagus
wag served hot te those National workers,
the initial cost was something like £2,500.
And now we arc informed by the Premier
thag, an additional £1,920 1s. 24. has
been paid for extra police services on
the wharf during the 13 wmonths ended
st Tuly. The long-suffering  publice
paid that increased expenditure. The addi-



tional police services on the wharf have been
found necessary in spite of the faet that
the wharf itself, like the bridges, is barri-
caded, and in spite of the faet that a large
and elaborate maval guard, and a large and
elaborate military gnard are kept there to
prevent the weevils walking over and biting
the Natioval volunteers! We find that the
majority of those friends of the employers,
the National werkers, pampered up in the in-
terests of the shipping community, were
faced with the difficulty of bringing away
the wages they had earned at Fremantle, and
it hecame necessary for the Government to
do something. T ecan ¢ompliment the Gov-
ernment on the fact that they were able to
provide for the convenience of those men
without having to put on the Ministerial
car. A meat train which leaves Fremantle,
and oun which previously not for love or
money could the average passenger have
got a lift up to Perth, has heen placed at tho
services of the National workers. Coaches
have been added and Aaily that train waits
tite convenjence of those men to proceed to
Perth. All this has been dene in the interests
of the ship owners at Fremantle, in the in-
terests, the Government will tell you, of
economy. Money is lavishly spent where the
financial masters of the present Administra-
tion demand that it shall be spent. Similarly
we proceed to look at some of the depart-
mentg administered by the Colonial Secre-
tary. Take the Police Department, with which
perhaps T shall be able to deal at a later
date. The leader of the Opposition has al-
ready touched upon this. It seems to me that
throughout the length and breadth of Aus-
tralia—and Western Australia is falling well
inte line—an attenipt is being made to Aus-
tralianise American and Russian police
methods. Tt is time that a democratic voice
was raised against that procedure. Let me
say I have no fault to find with the uni-
formed constables, those gentlemen in  uni-
form who stand on the street eorners and be-
have with eivility and respect to the general
publie.

Hon. P. Collier:

Mr. JONES; Yes, in many ways he might be
deseribed as Gentleman John, and that in spite
of the fact that initially he is foreced to Dbe-
come a pimp hefore he can enter the foree.
These uniformed men are being starved offt-
cially—TI am not now alluding to starvation
in the sense in which the Government

Gentleman Joln,

endeavoured to starre women and chil-
dren at Premantle—in order that
the plain-clothes men may be rtalsea
in wstatus, may flonrish and wax fat.

Ag the member for Boulder has pointed out,
there were two inspectors already in charge
of the Criminal Investigation Department and
the men who constitute the rank amd file of
that foree have already been raised to the
rank and pay of sergeant. They have been
placed in a position similar to men who have
stood the brant of the police work in the
State for 30 and 40 vears, amd who have
earned their stripes. 1T ihrow out a suggestion
to the Government to raise all the CL.D. men
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to the level of commissioners, so that we 1
strike some mean at which the plain clof
men can stop in their rise over men who
serve the promotion. Here we find again
charge which I laid_ against the Governm
being borne out, for they are retrenching
dismissing the lower paid men and allow
the higher paid men to flourish unmoleste
Mr, Teesdsle: The Minister did not say
Mr, JONES: He did not say so, but I
trying to prove it is so to the satisfaction of
hon. member. We find that the Governm
in their efforts to retrench the men over
years of age are starting with the constal
anil sergeants and leaving small stations -
Northam, Albany, and Bunbury with ing
tors who are already over the age limit, «
dently to be carried on until the Commissio
hag some favourite C.T.D, plain clothes men
take their places. But the matter of the po
will come wp for discussion when some of
cases which have been dealt with are brou
forward on some future notice of mot:
From the police we naturally- come to
prison, and T speak with feeling with reg:
to the prison, T live next door. During
few years that the prison has been under
present superintendent no less than seven ¢
cessful escapes have taken place, When
realise that the superintendent himself
stated that he would not be surprised aft ;
ting up one morning and finding the pri:
doors open and all the prisoners escaped,
wonder what manner of administration is
forece in .our Fremantle gaol. Perhaps
shall have an opportunity of dealing with t
matter on the Gaol estimates in the course
a few months. When we consider the need
economy and its relation to the Frema
Gaol, we find that the only retrenchment t
is being earried out iy being effected in ev
instance among the lower paid men. Tt hash
found necessary for the men at the hbotd
rung of the gaol ladder to be foreced to sl
instde the gaol every seventh or eighth ni
to be en what is known as reserve duaty.
an endeavour to effeet economy many of
experiments of the suparintendent of the g
are being carried out. With the object
saving the services of one man various ward
have to be on duty all night. T would sugg
for the attention of the Government that w
a matter of only 100 or 112 prisoners to L
after, the curtailment of the expenses of 1
Fremantle prison might be better started
the top. T shall have more to say on t
subject at a later date, when we arrive at
Estimates.  Another department under
control of the Colonial Secretary is
asylum, and that too eould he better de
with under the notice of metion which star
in my name, Here again, in violent contr
to the wasteful expenditure in the police s
vice on the Fremantle wharf, we find eon
tions of overerowding at the agylom, T
institution is vnder-staffed to the absol
danger of the public and the staff themselv
The health inspectors would not tolerate -
conditions prevailing, amongst the men a
women who are mentally deranged, in a ¢
mon lodging house. The Government are
solutely econrting disaster. Let them turn as
some of the men with which they are assist



260 ' H

“the interests of their St. George’s-terrace
friends and their shipping friends to the
benefif of the mentally afflicted of the State.
While 1 have made the charge that the Clare-
ment Hospital for the lnsane is under-staffed,
that would not seem to apply to all institutions

under the control of the Colonial Secretary. '

‘Turning to the ‘‘West Australian’’ of the
2nd September, 1 find an advertisement ‘¢ Fre-
mantle Public Hospital, wanted two kitehen-
maids.”’  Furtlier back, on the 29th August,
**Wanted, two kitchemmaids.’’ Again, on the
27th Avgust, ‘‘Wanted, two kitehenmaids.’
On August 17, ““Two kitchenmaids wanted.”’
On Angust 13, ‘' Fremantle Public Hospital,
wanted capable kitehenmaid.’’ On August 9th,
‘‘Fremantle Public Hospital, capable kitchen-
maid wanted’’; -August 4th, six days prev-
iously, ‘‘Fremantle ‘Public Hospital, wanted
eapable housemaids and kitehenmaids.’’ July
31st, ‘‘Wanted, capable housemaids and
kitchenmaids,”’  July 27th, ‘‘Capable house-
maids and kitchenmaids.’’

Mr, Mullapy:
Australian*’}

- Mr. JONES: They are. I do not know
what rate per inch the Government are paying
for the advertisements. Again, on July 93rd,
‘‘Fremantle Public Hospital, wanted capahle
housemaids and kitchenmands,’’ )

Mr. Teesdale: Where do you live?

Mr. JONES: A considerable distauce from
the Fremantle hospital. It would seem to
me that thig iustitution requires 18 Kkitchen-
maids in the short space of five or six weeks.
Eighteen kitchenmaids required at one insti-
tution, amnd all advertised for under the name
of H. Arliss Robinson! These advertisements
are for kitchenmaids for one institution.
Whether the institution is paying for the ad-

vertisements at the rate of 255 an inch
315 is dJdone in the case of Nationalist
wvertisements for the war loan, I do

10t know. It seems to me that if a hospital
8 capable of employing 18 kitchenmaids they
wust have a lot of washing up to do, aud while
e department is under-staffed another depart-
nent is absolutely staffed up with kitchen-
naids. 1 wonld suggest to the Colonial Secre-
ary or the Minister in charge of the depart-
nent that it might be advisable to transfer
wome of the kitchenmaids, who cannoi all he
weded—there is not enough crockery in Fre-
nantle for them to wash up—to some of the
ither institutions that need help so badly. Tt
128 been said by some members this afternoon
hat the subject of repatriation was a ropular
me, and was being uvsed by members in order
o sweeten their electors, Y do not propose to
leal at any length with the subjeet, but T am
leased that the member for Northam intro-
need his amendment, since it hag at least had
he beneficial effect of hustling the Govern-
ent to introduce their Bill at a fairly early
ate. . T notice that in the Speech the Govu-
rmment are pleased with the fact that 34
rospectors are being sent out, and I wouldl
iggest to the Government—it is not my own
1ggestion; it was given me by a returned
Milier who has been a very eapable mining
anager in his day—that in case these returned
en who are oot prospecting mervely discover
poorly paying proposition that woul'(} hardly

Are all these in the “West
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pay to place a large battery on, it may be to
the advantage of the State and the men con-
carned if the Government could establish a
State mine with all its details in the particular
district. Whilst the question of repatriation
is being eonsidered, I would also suggest to
the Government that it would be of advantage
it a committee of returned soldiers was
appointed te advise the Government on any
schemes they might adopt. I suggest this in
view of what is happening in regard to the
vocational committee that the Federal Govern-
ment have established, in order to place re-
turned soldiers in oecupations when they are
fit t¢ take them up, I do not want to see the
Government commit the injustices which the
Federal Government are doing in this respect.
It would seem to me that the logical conclu-
sion onc must come to from the work of that
committee, is that the men who have been away
to the Front and have come back {o resume
their eivil oeeupations, simply do so that the
employers who are philanthropic enough to take
them on may benefit thereby. It means that
if a man who returns is getting 30s. a week
pension—putting it at a maximuon—the Fed-
eral eommittee will allow him to take employ-
ment at the ruling rate less the 30s. that he
is being paid as his pension. The position that
ariges ig, that the esaployer ig able to get cheap
labour at the expense of the blpod of the men
who have fought in France, and of the tax-
payers who are paying for the maintenance
of that pension. Nothing as yet has been said
upon the question of the discovery of oil in
this State, although much controversy has been
going on. T hope that the Governmeat will be
prepared to make a statement to the House
as to what the position is. It seems to me
that the financial position of the Government
may easily be remedied by means of the rich
deposits of oil which are said to exist in this
State, provided they are wsed for the henefit
of the State instead of heing made over to
some private company. I ask the Government
to inform the House as to whether any eon-
cesgion has been made to, or agreement has
bheen made with, any company outside Aus-
tralia, or within the boundary of Australia,
hecause we would eventually find that even a
company formed within the hounds of Aus-
tralia was a branch of the Standard Oil Trust.
There is auother matiter which I would like
to hring under the notice of Ministers, and
that is the neeessity for provision being made
for a fishing harbour at Fremantle, There
are abont 70 fishing hoats plying their calling
in the vicinity of Fremantle, which have no
sot at which to anchor. They are forced to
eome in at the risk of being dashed fo pieces
against the rocks or against the fishing jetty,
or the fisherman have to take their chanece
inaide the harbour, where they have no stand-
ing, Tn the event of any accident occurring
there they have no chance of getting anv com-
pensation. The suggestion is—I think it would
he a fairly cheap proposition for the Govern-
ment—that a small breakwater should be run
out between the present long jetty and the
fish market. This would serve not only fo estab-
lish a fishing harbour, but at the same time
protect the wmarkets themselves and a consider-
able porticn of the railway line, which at present
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is exposed to wintry weather aml is expen-
sive to maintain because of the damage by
storms, Such a breakwater would also afford
some protection to the Commonwealth boat-
shed, whieh happens to be handy to the
position mentioned. If the Government find
that finances are such that they cannot take
up this mattexr, I think that the fishermen
themselves would be prepared to stand a
higher license fee, and to say that the money
which they pay to the Government in this
way for the right to run into Fremantle
shonld go towards the cost of this work. This
would also be an advantage not only to the
fishermen at Fremantle bui to Fremantle it-
gelf, because al present many boats arc un-
able to find accommodation there, and are
forced to go to other ports along the coast.
It would be a factor, too, in providing the
metropolitan area with a larger, cheaper, and
more hygienic fish supply. I wish to draw
the attention of the Minister for Works and
the Minister for Railways to the necessity
for 2 wniform standard with regard to the
treatment of apprentices who are eompelled
to undergo military duty. At present a boy
who ig serving his apprenticeship, particu-
larly in State works, whether in the Railway
Department or those departments controlled
by the Minister for Works, upon being called
upon to perform military duty is forced to
make up the time he loses in the carrying out
of that duty. I would suggest to the Minis-
ters concerned that in such event there is a
chance of a boy under the present system
being apprenticed until he reaches the age
of 60 or 70. It would, therefore, be advis-
able to have a uniform allowance as to the
amount of time which a boy whe is inden-
tured or apprenticed sheuld have to make up
because of his absence om military duty. I
congratulate the Government upon their an-
nomeed intention of standing up for the
principles of co-operation. I hope they mean
what they say, and that this is not oene of
those empty sentiments which indieate that
the effects of the Chinese procession. to
which the member for Boulder referred, and
the varions other visits of Ministers ta the
Westralian farmers. are making themsclves
apparent in His TExcellency’s Speceh. T
trust that the Government will support wher-
ever possible the principle of co-operation.
the co-operative maunnfacture and Adistribntion
of produce, and the handling not merely of
wheat, but of all eargoes on the Fremantle
wharf, T trust, too, it means that the sup-
port of the -Administration will be given to
anv cndeavour tn promote a co-operative
spirit amongst the people of the State. T
realise that the Government have a lhard
road tn travel. T want to see them take that
road in a gpirvit of humanity. T realise. and
the Government avidentlv realise by the way
thev.assisted in promoting industrial tronble
in Fremantle, the existence of a class war,
and although I do not think there can be
any interest helween the worker and the man
who makes a wrofit ont of his labour while
the present system prevails, T ean see that
there is a higher standard than that of class
warfare. There is a standard of humanity,
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and it is possible for men in both classes to
come together and assist in (oing what they
can to make the world a good placé not for
the few, but for the general commmiity. The
Prime Minister of England recently informed
the Labour conference in Great Britain that
the world was in the melting pot, and that
the future would be stamped with the au-
dacity which the workers cared to stamp it
with. Realising this, and knowing that the
future of the world spells a great change in
administration and in the system that we
have been living under, I hope that the Gov-
ernment will endeavour to adopt, as far as
they can, a humanitarian standard, and are
prepared in the measures which they mayp
bring forward to effect a change that will
be for the henefit of all. T am particularly
concerned ahewt this, as I trust that the
Government will not leave to the Administra-
tion whieh will replace theirs in the course of
a few months, too hard a row to hoe in its
endeavour to undoe the mistakes they have
committed,

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [9.25]; T have no
desire to prolong the debate on the Address-
in-reply to any great length, or to touch npon
any of the subjects already dealt with by
previous speakers. T regret that the financial
position of the State is not as bright as we
wouldl like it to be. Like many other hon,
members of this Chamber T realise thal we
are going through a trying time, T do think
that the Government as a whole are doing
their utmost to cope with the difficullies aris-
ing nut of that position. More especially do
I say thizs of the Colonial Treasurer, Per-
haps hig colleagues might make a special
effort and give him move assistance to square
the finances, or at least prevent the drift
that ts going on. I notice that doring Auc-
ust last the deficit was £107,959.  Although
the revenue had increased bv £7.024. the ex-
penditure had increased by £14,553. No men-
tiomn of this has been made by any of the
Ministers. and npo explanation has been
offered as to whv thiz extra expendifure has
heen ineurred. over and above that inenrred
for Augnst of last vear

The Colonial Treasurer: July and Angust
this vear show a depreciation of £16,000 as
compared with the same months of last year,

Mr. BROUN: I noticed with gratification,
when the Minister for Works was speaking,
that n eecrtain amount of retrenchment hag
taken place, and that a saving has been made.
Notwithstanding this, the Government still
ghow pmetlc:ﬂly the samc deficit as was show
for the previous year.

Hon. P. Collier; The figures quoted by
the aanister have no hearing on the snb-
ject, beecause they are almost entirely loan
expenditure.

The Colonial Treasurer:

Hon, I, Collier:
from loan.

Mr. BROUN: No doubt the Colonial Treasurer
will place the finaneial position more fully be-
fore the House later on. With regard to the

What nousense.

The expenditure was made
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question of edueation, it seems that there are
further increases wnder this head, which I hope
hon, members will stop by voting against them
when the Estimates eome before the House,
T bhave szid before that the Education Depart-
ment is centralised to a great extent. Although
education in our primary schools in the metro-
politan area only rums into a per capita cost
of about £2, in some places in the eountry—
and a great many of them—the per capita ex-
penditure is £20, That is perhaps only natural.
Apavt from this, T am of opinion now, as
before, that, when we go beyond primary edu-
cation, those who are able to pay for their
children to go to the higler sehools should be
made to do so, especially in view of our pre-
sent financial diffienlty. Why should a rich
man be able to send his son to the university
at no cost to himself when he can well afford
to pay for his education? TIf any of us in the
country have a boy who is capable of taking n
degree at the university, or has enough ability
to go to a high school, we have to pay for
that boy’s board and lodging in the ¢ity in ad-
dition to any other expenses. Another point
is, that in the country schoels it is the rule to
place only the lower grades of teachers.
whereas the higher grades are kept in the
towns, Tn hundreds of out back places we
have practically only girls of 16 or 17 years
teaching .the children., There is no comparison
in the matter of cducation hetween the country
districts and the metropolitan distriets. I trust
that when the Annnal Tstimates eome down,
the House will be firm in refusing any inerease
in the Education Vote. The Premier has from
time to time said in this Howse and on the
platform that in order to square the finances
and prevent taxation it is necessary to produce,
prodnee, produee. To-night I ‘shall speak ounly
on production, and shall not deal with other
snbjects referred to by various hon. members.
In the matter of production [ take it to be
necessary that the Government should give the
produeer some encouragement, The stability
of the State, we know, rests entirely upon the
produetion in our primary industries, such as
wheat, wooel, minerals, timber and so forth.
Unlesa encouragement and protection are ex-
tended to these industries by the Government,
the production desired by the Premier cannot
take place. T notice, with many others that
some time ago the London Wheat Board ad-
vicer the Australion Central Wheat Roard to
curtail the produetion of wheat in this Com-
monwealth as far as possible, and instead
to go in for stock raising. T should like to
know why publicity was not given to this ad-
vice by our Government, why those who are able
to produce stock in place of wheat were not
Iet know of it. Tad the adrice bheem made
public, many of us would have considerably
curtailed our wheat growing in favour of stock
production, with the result that the present
difficulty of handling wheat would not have
existed, and that the Government wonld not
have been ecalled wpon to find such large
amounts of money for that purpose.

My, O’Loghlen: Some of yoor colleagues
doubt the aceuracy of that announcement. Ts
it true?

The Premier: Tt has not heen put in the
right Tlight.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr,, BROUN: The advice i3 contained in
the following minute of the Australian Cen-
tral Wheat Board:— .

In view of the adviee received from the
Liondon Committee on the question of re-
ducing ovr wheat areas in favour of stock
and pig raising, it was decided that the
matter be left to the Governments of the
individnal States to give such adviee as they
think fit.
That was in November last, and we have
heard of the advice only recently. I have here
a cutting from the ‘*West Australian’’ of
the 29th August, which I should like to read—
England’s home food supply. ITmmeuse in-
crease.  London, August 29. The British

Roard of Agrienlture has issued the follow-

ing report of the area under cultivation.

There ave 12,398,780 acres wnder crops in

England and Wales, which is the largest

aren for 20 years past. There are 7.481,-

000 under corn pulse, the largest for 40

vears; 2,556,740 acres under wheat, the

largest avca for 34 years; and 1,775,960

acres under oats. Also 633,840 acres are

under potatoes, the largest area yet re-
corded, Agrieultural experts predict that the
present will be the largest harvest garmered
for 50 years.
This does net include Scotland or Ireland, In
Cirent Britain alone they are growing practi-
cally a8 much wheat as they conswne; and the
result of this will be that we shall have here
considerable quantities of wheat not required
hy Great Britain. I do not wish to be eonser-
vative regarding our wheat production, be-
eause T recognise wheat growing to be one of
the staple industries necessary fo the stability
of the State. Further, it is essential that
wheat growing should he encouraged in out-
back arcas where stock raising i3 impraetie-
able. As regards sneh districts, the Govern-
ment must come to the assistanee of settlera
by purchasing whatever wheat they grow. Bnut
11 months ago I said to a member of the Cab-
inet that if I were the Government I would
make seme arrangement to purchase wheat
only from those compelled to grow it in large
quantities, while agriculturists able to produce
stoek would be given to understand by the
Government that they must prodece stock.
The war will not last for ever; I hope it will
end soon: and then we shall have an oppor-
tunity of sending large quantities of our swheab
to the European States to be sold in open ¢om-
petition with other parts of the world, In
such eircumstanees I feel sure there will be ng
diffieulty in disposing of whatever quantity of
wheat may be grown in this State. T have
touehed on the wheat question to this extent,
refraining from dealing with other nspects of
it just now, beeause T wish to point out the
seriousness of the produncers’ present position,
and wish to draw attention to the lack of fore.
sight and of business acumen displayed by the
Ctovernment in not having erected freezing
work or canning works at Fremantle.  Stoek
raisers some considerable time ago reguested
that the Government should state definitely
whether they would ¢onstruet these freezing
works, and, if they would not, whether they
would let the graziers know it definitely. Had
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the Government then stated that they were

unable to find the money for the works, an
endeavour would have been made by the stock
raisers to have at least canning works at Fre-
mantle, '

Mr, Willeock:
this?

Mr. BROUN: About four months age. The
cost of eanning works alone would not be very
cousiderable—about £9,000. Very few of the
stock raisers would have refrained from put-
ting £10 into the shares of suech a company.
During last year our flocks have increased
very considerably, and we shall have great
difficulty in dispesing of our swrplus ment.
Unless we ean dispose of it, it will bave to be
gacrificed. Even at present there is practically
no competition in our markets. The butchers
vigit the markets in order to purchase a cer-
tain mumber of head, and they have a practi-
cal monopoly., If there iz a fine lot of stock
yarded, one hutcher buys it up, and distributes
it amongst his colleagues, During last week
nmutton sold at 314d. per lh.; and, in additien,
there is the fifth quarter, which in itself re-
. Ppresents a handsome profit. But what is the
consumer paying for mutton to-day9 Freez-
ing works at Premantle will enable stock
raisers to ask a certain price of the butchers,
and if the butchers will not pay that price the
stoek raisers will send their stoek to the freez-
ers for cxport. The market can be regulated
only by freezing works, as it was regulated in
New Zealand, where there are now 43 of these
establishmentis, with the result that the New
Zealand stock raiser js on velvet. When the
establishment of freezing works was proposed
in New Zealand, the ery was raised that the
consumer would have fo pay; but the event
has proved that the New Zealand consumer
get his meat cheaper, while the New Zealand
stock raiser also-benefits very eonsiderably. I
am aware that the Government has an engin-
eering expert here to pick a site for the freez-
ing works, but that expert is taking a lifetime
to do it. Shearing is going on, and the farm-
ers eannot hold their sarplus stock through the
Summer months, At least canning works:should
have heen cstablished, in order that there
might be an cutlet for our surplus stock.
Great Britain is anxions to ‘obtain all the
frozen meat we ear produce, and she will
make substantial advances against any tinned
n}eﬂt we can supply. Again, we are importing
tinned meat for our -own consumption from
the Eastern States. Ts that business # In the
coumtry dlistricts to-day tirned meat costs
1s. 3d. per )b, while mutton runles at 314d.
per 1h. in the Perth and Fremantle yards. If
the Government are unable to erect freezing
works at Fremantle, I repeat, let them say s,
and let them leave the graziers to erect such
works for themselves. We prefer not to do
it ourselves, but, if the Government cannot, we
shall he eompelled to do it. The works are
needed, moreover, as a receiving depdt for the
frozen meat that is to come down from Wynd-
ham. While on the subjeet 'of production, let
me mention that the Government need to do
something to assist the production of baeon
and ham in this State.

About how Jong ago was

Mr, Mullany: The Chamber of Commeret
object to that.

Mr. BROUN: I do not recognise the Cham
ber of Commeree in that matter,

Hon. P, Collier: You will have Mr. Lovekh
after you,

Mr, BROUN: It is time that we werc pro
dAncing these commodities loeally in sofficien
quantity for our own need. Why not produe
in the South-West? Ten yecars ago, in 1911
I mentioned in this House the need for a bull
handling system. I spoke to the then Pre
mier, Mr. Scaddan, on the subject, and trie
to induce him to inavgurate the bulk handling
system. Had it been started in 1911, ou
wheat-handling proposition to-lay would haw
heen very different from what it ig, and a eon
siderable proportion of our wheat would haw
heen much safer than it is. Are we to wai
seven years more for the Government to dis
cover the need for freezing works? I ask th
Government to make a speecial effort in thi
conngction, The Minister for Industries ig &
be congratulated for his efforts in the matte
of seeondary industries, Although at presen
they may be, as the memher for Perth says
tiddly winking concerns, yet they are o
some importance, and I hope to see then

grow to magnitude. But I wish to se
the Minister for Tndustries go  furthe
and toueh on greater uniertakings, suel

as freezing works, and the produetion of th
commodities eonsumed within our own horders
The fStatistical Abstract’’ for June 1918
shows that we are importing. bacon, hams
tongnes, butter, cheese, ete., to the exten
of £766,000-and a little lower down we fin
that we are importing wheat, flour, oats, oat
meal, bran, poliard, potatoes, and onions o
the value of £121,477, Why is it that w
have been talking for 20 years past abon
produeing these things within our own bor
ders and we have not done so yet? We ap
still imparting nearly a million pounds wortl
of these commodities, when they showld In
produced Jocally. There must be semething
radically wrong and it 38 a condition of thing:
which should be looked into. T hope the Gov
ernment wrl make some cndeavour fo assiy
in the direction of producing these articles. -
desire to touneh briefly on the railway ques
tion. Tt ia stated in the Governor’s Speect
that it is proposed to apvoint three commis
giovers. T aw of the opinion that we shal
not be any better off if three commissionern
are appeinted. T think that two would Wby
quite sufficient. One is not sufficient bot twe
would he ample, aml the advisableness of ap
poiuting two in the place of three should re
ceive some consideration. T might draw at
tention to the disastrous manner in whiel
the railways arve being run at the present
time. more cspeciallv in regard to the arriva
of ¢rains at our stoek markets. For somc
time past stock has been reaching the stock
yards four, five, and six hours Iate, with the
result that the producers, who are consign
ing stock to the yards, get all hehind, and
the sales are often started before the stocl
arrives. The result is thut butchers have m
time to see the stock; they give a fair priee
for some and after the stock arrive pried
continue on the same Dbasis, Only Insi weel
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a stock train left Beverley at a quarter past
one and arrived at Midland Junction, a dis-
tance of 80 odd niles, exactly 12 hours later.
ls that the way to treat producers? How
is it possible for them to carry on operations
if the Government treat them ian that way?
Why should it take a train 12 howrs to do
such a short journey? Aand that is not an
isolated case, either. That kind of thing hap
pens frequently, I asked the Minister for
Railways several questions this afternocon on
this subject, and I hope he will be able to
give me a favourable reply to-morrow and
that I will get an assurance that the trains
will arrive at the saleyards on time. As things
are, considerable incouvenience is eauspl not
only to the auetioneeres but alse to the sellers
and buyers as well, and frequently there is
a loss of 23 a head ow the stock when it
arrives late at the market. I want also to
impress on the Government the neevssity for
hirrying along with the . Rabbit Bill. We
spent the whole of last session dealing with
this question and, as it is an urgent matter,
no further time should be lost in placing the
Bill on the statute-book so that we might get
to work and deal with the pest, The measure
i3 wrgently required because rabbits are be-
coming numerous cven around Beverley at
the present time, and power is required to
compel people to eradicate the pest or pre-
vent its spread. I also hope that the Govern-
ment will lose no time in connection with the
preparation of the wheat marketing agree-
ment so that there may not he any delay in
handling the approaching barvest. The sheds
should be in readiness and we shonld not have
a repetition of the scenes which oceurred
last year. There is nothing to prevent the
constriction of the sheds now to hold the
wheat, so that when it arrives it may be
protected from the weather. I noticed in the
fPrimary Prodncer’’ a  statement to the
effect that a few days ago Mr. Baxter said
that 400 tons of galvanised iron had Tcen
ordered from Ameriea and that the Common-
wealth and the Agent General had  been
urged to make strong vecommendations to the
London Shipping Board to sccwre its early
transport.

The Minister for Works: . We have 250 tons
on hand. .

Mr. BROUN: That will not be nearly suffi-
cient.

Mr. Green: There are hundreds of tons of
second-hand iron being sent East.

Mr. BROUN: Here we are negotiating for
jron at this time of the year. Where shall
we be when the wheat i3 arriving?

The Minister for Works: T am informed
that the balance will be here as soon as we
are ready for it. T have already said we have
250 tona,

Mr. BROUN: T am glad to have that as-
surance from the Minister, and I sincereiy
hope that we shall not have a repetition of
what took place last year.

Mr. WILLCOCK {Geraldton) [9.53]: The
Iast speaker has mentioned something in con-
neetion with the freezing works, and befare T
deal with other subjects T would like to have
gbmething to say about those works while the
matter is warm. Tt will be remembered that
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the people of Geraldton and Carnarvon were
the first to talk seriously about establishing
freezing ‘works in this State, and experts were
employed by them to come from the Eastern
States and other places to report on the pro-
jeet. The Government then beeame so seri-
ously " inpressed with the importance of the
matter that they deeided that freezing works
would be a good thing for the State, Various
people in the metropolitan area realised that
something was happening in the country and
that it would be against their particular in-
terests. They therefore decided that they
would begin an agitation in favour of erect-
ing freezing works at Fremantlee We find
that four or five months ago one of the Minis-
ters went to Northam and addressed a meeting
there in favour of freezing works heing started
at Fremantle. That was the first intimation
anyone had of the serious intention on the
part of the Government to establish works at
Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: Plans were started
as far back as 15 months ago. |

Mr, WILLOOCK : If that is so, it is a sur-
prising thing that no mention has been made
of them in the policy speech or in any Govern-
nor’s Speech. So far as the metropolitan area
is concerned, we know that the surplus supply
from the Murchison has been sufficient to keep
this part of the State going, and if freezing
works at Geraldton and Carnarven were estab-
Yished there would wnot be the over surplus of
meat in the central districts which is feared;
that is,if the surplus from the Murehison is
diverted to the works at Geraldton and Car-
narvon. The metropolitnn area will provide
a sufficient market to abgorb all the stock pro-
duced in and around the Central distriet for
the next two or three years. With regard to
the finances, everyone agrees that they con-
gtitute the most important matter to receive
consideration at the present time, [ shall have
an opportunity on the Estimates to diseuss
one or two features. We have had various
explanations given as to the serious position
in which we find ourselves, We have been
told that the cause has been Federation and
also that the Labour Government have 'beeu
responsible.  Of course, we know that if a
Labour Government were in pewer just now
there would be a chorus from the Opnosition
benches with reference to the want of business
acumen displayed, and there would be aneering
remarks about the members of the Labour
Ministry knowing nothing about finance, and
not being able to carry on the affairs of the
conntry. My opinion is that the financial
policy of the Government, during the past 10
years, has been bound up in the agrgeu]tura.l
industry, Tt is said that if the agricultural
industry had been a success, the Btate would
be in a satisfactory financial position. T have
travelled throughout the country and have
vigitedl the wheat areas, and T have heard it
stated by farmers' and settlers’ representa-
tives that wheat growing does not pay under
existing conditions. The money which has been
invested in the industry has not given that
return which was expected. We have invested
hetween 10 and 15 millions in the agrieultural
industry and no return has heen fortheoming,
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because the suceess which was expected from
wheat growing has not cventuated. That, to
a great extent, has been responsible for our
finaneial diffeyity. " With regard to the Anan-
cial statement the Treasnrer made last year,
in the course of whih he sail he expected a
deficit of £900,000, we find that.the aetual
defieit was £705,000, and on that account he
expects bouquets to be thrown at him from
various quarters. The Treasurer may again
estimate that the deficit will be pretty high,
but T hope he will not estimate it higher than

he need do, so that he may be able at the end -

of the financial year to show a reduction in
the expenditure, There is one-matter that we
have not heard anything about, and it is the
question of the abolition of the office of State
Governor. Representationsinthis respecthave
been made by the various Australian States.
I asked the Premier -last session whether he

would make any re)jresentations at the
Premijers’ conference and he sail he was
prepared  to  diseuss  the question. We

have not, however, heard anything of the mat-
ter of the abolition of this, what I may term
without any disrespect, almost useless offi-e.
The Federal Government are endeavonring
to make arrangements under which mueh of
their business with the Imperial Government
will be done direet. Mr. Hughes said in Eng-
Jand the other day that more direct- coin-
munication hetween the two Governments
wag desirable, and he practically admittea
that even the office of Governor General, as
a link between the two Governments, was
searcely mnecessary. I agree with the mem-
her for Perth that something might be done
throngh the sheep-growing industry to lift
the State ent of the mire. The member for
Mt. Magnet advised the Government to
make some provision for the setilement of
soldiers on pastorzl areas of, say, 25,000
acres. Of course, if the Government go to
some of their pastoral friends for advice on
this matter they will e told that it is im-
possible for a man to make a living on so
smail an area. The fact remains that in the
Murchison district at least half a dozen pas-
toralists are doing well on small areas. Tf
the wiole of that country within 25 miles of
the railway were to he subdivided into
25,000 or 30,000-zere  blocks, the result
wonld be some 200 blocks, the settlement on
which would represent, not only an increased
population, but an increase of 300 or 400
per cent. in the produce.

Hon. F. E, 8, Willmott (Honorary Minig-
ter): What about droughts?

Mr., WILLCOCE: In that respeet for
tunately water is proecurable anywhere on
the Murchigson at a depth of from 350 to 60
feet; and, if we had freezing works in Ger-
-aldton, at the coming of a drought the past-
oralista would be able to rapidly reduce their
stocks without loss. In regard to the pro-
posed freezing works, we have not asked the
Government to do much, but we expeet some
little assistance. When first the project was
spoken of there was no mention of any
similar works at Fremantle; the only pro-
posal for Fremantle was in respeet of a eool
starage chamber te deal with the stuff ecom-
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ing down from Wyndham. We have t'r re-
port from Mr, Barton, the manuager of the
Wimmera Freezing Works in Vietoria, in
refercnce to Geraldton. Mr. Bartoun savs,
that Geraldton is the place for stock to -be
slanghtered and frozem, and that the pros-
peets there are very goed. He expresses
surprise at the works not having been estab-
lished a considerable time ago, and he says
that if they canwnot be established by the
pecple at present in the distriet he wounld be-
able to get the necessary money from people
in Vietoria, beeaunse the ventnre would be
so great s success. He adds that the future
for meat and wool i3 so good that he ean:
see nothing but prosperity for the Gerald-
ton projest. Of course, the success of the
freezing works at Qeraldton will depend to
2 great extent on the water supply. Fortu-
nately the Government have decided to go on
with that supply almost immediately. When
it is an acecomplished fact and the works are
ereccted, we shall require some provision in
conneetion with the harbour. Mr. Barton
alluded to this, and emphasised the faet thak
the harbour acecommodation at Geraldton
ought to be extended and perfected, so that
when the meat' is ready for export there
shonld be no extra .xpense for railage. Tn
conniection with the agrieultnral industry,
we have it in the Governor’s Speceh that
500,000 acres of land have been taken up
doring the last twelve months. That is not
mueh upon which to congratulate the Gov-
ernment, for during the same period almost
as Iarge an acreage was abandouned by disap-
pointed settlers, The poliey of the Govern-
ment should he to keep those people on the
land, instead of allowing them to drift away.
Another aspect of the projected increase in
land settlement—for it is not yet a legiti-
mate increase, it only meana that the land
has been taken up-—to he considered is that
nnder the latest conditions ne rent is to he
paid for the first four or five years, No
doubt when the rentless peried elapses it will
be found that mueh of the increase has
been due to speculators who have taken up
the land in the hope of selling out at a profit.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): How are they going to get trans-
fersd

Mr., WILLCOCK: Of course the depart-
ment will not allow any transfer during the
time no rent is being paid, and I hope that
some provision will be made wherchy, even
when rent is being paid under econditional
purchase regulations, mno transfer will Dbe
allowed for at least five years. The Wheat
Marketing Scheme is being inquired into by
Royal Commission, and so I do ot wish te
say much about that at present. For my
part T do not see the neeessity for acguiring
agents at all. The need for them has never
heen satisfactorily explained. In  pre-war
times, all that the acquiring agent did was
to go round the farmers, ask how much they
had to sell, and arrange for delivery at port.
Now the stacking and all incidental work
at the depots is done hy the Scheme, and I
cannot see the justification for the. expendi-
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ture in regard to the uequiring agents.
Could unot the Wheat Marketing Scheme

be extended a little so to embrace the
acquiring of the wheat? As a matter of faet
there is no necessity to acquire it at all, for
the Government have already aequired. it,.in
that the Government will not allow the
farmers to sell it except through the seheme.
It was generally stated that the wheat stacks
at Geraldton were in the worst condition of
all. However, the Royal Commission, the
general manager of the scheme, and others
interested have heen to Geraldton and have
visited other depdts also, and their conelu-
sions are that the couditions at Geraldton are
not nearly so bad as they were painted, in
fact are better than at other stacking centres.
A little while ago it was proposed that no
more wheat shonld be stacked at Geruldton
—notwithstanding the faet that we have
there a shed in which 100,000 bags could be
received—because of the alleged inferior
condition of the stacks already there. T have
referred to the centralisation in regard to
freezing works. We have another instance of
it in the wool appraisement. T brought up
this question in the House seven or eight
months ago and the Treasurer then promised
that he would do what he eounld tn retain
the appraisement at Geraldton. Unfoertu-
nately, it seems that the Tederval Govern-
ment are bent unpou destroying the trade of
that port, and so are determined to have all
the appraising done in Tremantle. Tt is said
the Imperial Government have given it out
as 2 direet policy that the appraisement shall
be concentrated as much as posaible in one
particular place. However, this does not
apply in New Zealand, where the appraise-
ment i3 done at some 40 different centres,
some of which have only 1,000 bales to ap-
praise. whereas at Geraldton the last ap-
praisement dealt with three-quarters of a
million ponnds worth of wool. T am sorry the
Minister for Mines is not present just now,
for he has been throngh the Geraldine-North-
ampton district, as has also the Premier and
other members from both sides of the House:
Those members have heen able to estimate
the wonderful possibilities of that district.
The Iremantle Trading Company have had a
strangle-hold on the lead-mining industry.
Abont two years ago the CGovernment, by
guaranteeing the company’s overdraft, ar-
rangefl that the rate should be £4 per ton.
Recently that rate has been inereased by £2
per ton. This compares very unfavourably
with the treatment meted ouf to the smelting
works at Ravensthorpe, Whereas the people
of Geraldine and Northampton have to sub-
mit to a 50 per cent. inerease in smelting
charges, when it comes to the electorate of
the Minister for Mines the in¢rease amounts
to only 10 per cent. I think the Minister
might well go into this matter, and if there
seems to be no hope of effecting any redue-
tion something should be done in reference
to the establishment of smelting works at
Geraldton so that the industry in that dis-

trict might be served and the people who'
.have put in time and money in developing’

the distriet might be afforded an opportunity
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of getting their product treated at reason-
able cost. 1 had intended to say something
a8 to the utterances of the member for
ierth (wmr, Pilkington) on the question of
political economy. As, however, he is absent
from +%~ Chamber and the DMinister {for
vin ke hos already sufliciently castigated him,
[ do not thi-t- further remarks are re-
quired in connection with the false ideas of
that hon. member with regard to political
economy, There is one thing, however, that
the hou. member <havld know, and that is
that a State which depends chiefly upon
primary productions is always a poor State.

Mr, Green: That has been the matter with
Treland.

Mr. WILLCOCK: And it is the matter with
Western Australia at present. I trust that
the efforts made by the Minister for Indus-
tries with regard to the establishment of
secondary industries will be successful. I
hope. too, that he will look a little further
ahead than Fremantle, and study the inter-
csts of the ontlying portions of the State.

P

[The Spenker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10.15]: I see by
the CGovernor's Speech that there is at last
some chanee of something being donre to amal-
gamate the State and Commenwealth Taxation
Depnrtments, This matter was disenssed at
the Treasurers' Conference, and the Trea-
gurers of New South Wales and Queensland
were appointed to draw ap a scheme. T hope
this scheme will be presented to us before the
end of the session. and that it will find a
place in the Statute-book. Such amalgamation
will mean a big saving both to the State and
the Commenwealth, and do away with a great
deal of vexation which is at present caused to
the taxpayer in the filling up of the necessary
income tax forms. I trust the time is not far
distant when there will also be an amalgama-
tion of the State and Federal electoral depart-
ments, A big saving could also be effected in
this direction. Tt is wuseless expenditure to
keep two departments going that are doing
practically the same work, We have the same
people in Western Australia voting at the
Federal and State elections. The Governot’s
Speech also mentions the State Repatriation
Board, and the appointment of repatriation
committees at the principal centres, We are
all in aceord with the formation of those com-
niittees, and with the iden of giving our re-
turned soldiers voeational training when they
are incapacitated from following their old-
time eallings. If a man has been a miner and
is put on the Jand he shonld he trained before
being allowed to take up land. With regard to
the «question of rte-purchased estates, I may
geay that T was once over the Yandanooka es-
tate. - There is some splendid land there, and
I am pleased to see that the Government have
at last decided to put this land to some prac-
tieal use, and intend to carry out the promise
they made to our men when they left these
shores, that they shonld be given an oppor-
tunity to go upon the land. T hope that mat-
ters will be so arranged that our soldier set-
tlers will have at least a sporting chanee of
being suceessful. :
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Hon. F. B. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): That is being done.

Mr, GITESSON: There s a lot of land on
the Yandanooka estate upon which ouwr re-
turned men should be able to make good. The
Government will need to exercise every pre-
eaution with regard to the repurchase of land
alongside onr railways. As soon as it becomes
known that the Govornment intend to repur-
chase land the price will go up. That is only
human nature, beeause every man who is a
tand owner will try to get the most he can for
it. The Government should cither bring in a
Bill on mueh the same lines as that brought in
by the New Zecaland Government, namely to
provide for the repurchase of estates at the

valuation which owners place upon them for.

taxation purposes, with 10 per cent. alded, or
else place a tax upon unimproved land. If a
tax is placed upon unimproved land, people
Tholding it for speenlative purposes will be only
tov glad to get rid of it, or else put it to some
produective nse. The Premier tells us that 709
men out of 6,000 returned have made applica-
tion for land, that 136 have been placed on
the Iland, that 150 already hold land and have
had meoney advaneed to them for the purpose
of improving their holdings, that 60 have since
withidrawn their names, and that only 160 are
qualified to go on the land. The member for
Mt Magnet (Mr, Troy) referred to the land
alongside the Murchison railway line. There
is land there upon which T am satisfied onr

returned men could make good, running from -

Pindar to Meckatharra. Tf this pastoral land
was ceut up into blocks of about 25,000 acres
and sub-divided. with windmills erected upon
it, and abont 500 sheep given for each hlock,
T feel sure they would do well upon it. The
hon. member alze made a comparison between
the cost of settling pastoral land and agrienl-
tural Iand. He has been settled on agrienl-
tural land for some time past and is in a posi-
tion to go into this question. T ¢an hear out
what he said. T know of men alongside the
Murchison line with 25,000 acres. One of these
assured me that he was clearing £1,000 a year
from his pastoral land. With the money that
is allowed by the Repatriation Board, 1 have
no doubt that our returned men counld make
good upon land of this deseription if the Gov-
ernment would repurchase it and allot it to
them. The Speech referred to what the Mines
Department has done in the way of assisting
veturned men in mining ecentres. What has
heen done by the department for returned men
has been done for any miner who is gualified,
who can be recommended by the warden, the
Tnspector of Mines, or the member of the dis-
trict, who can be certified to be a qualified
miner, and who is also a man of repute and
one who will leok after the turn-out. Tn addi-
tion to this the department is zlso affording
these men faeilities for gaining knowledge
with regard to minerals. That is a good idea.
Every man who goes out prospeeting should
have some Enowledge of minerals. Going out
from Yalgoo one will come across such classes
of minerals as molybdenite, wolfram, copper,
silver, ete.

The Minister for Mines: This clasa of

education has been given voluntarily by men
of standing and repute.
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Mr. CHESSON: Qoldmining in the Mur-
chison is at a low cbb just now on aecount of
the inereased demands made upon the industry
since the war. There have also been inecreases
in the railway freights, amounting to 20 per
cent. The cost of living has gone np about 30
per cent. In one week alone some articles have
gone up 17 per cent, Ag a result of this the
worker has also made increased demands in the
matter of wages. Mining requisites were re-
ferred to by the member for Menzies (Mr.
Muliany), whoe mentioned quick silver and
mercary. Previova to the war mercury cost
£7 10s. per bottle, and it is now £32,  Acids
have gone up praectically 400 to 500 per
cent. Everything in econnection with treat-
ment plants has gone up. Cyanide and
explosives have gone up some 200 to R00
per cent. The result is that the goldmining
industry has been hit harder than any other
indugtry in the Commonwealth ns the re-
sult. of the war. @old is of a standard
value, whereas metals have inercased in valne
as o result of the war. Low grade shows can-

‘not profitably he worked unless there are pub-

lia batteries in the vicinity. Tf a miner has to
send his ore to a private hattery, thero is very
little chance of his making good with a low
grade proposition. At Culenlli there is a pro-
position which goes an ounce te the ton. The
ore has to be carted 25 miles, and as there
are no crushing facilities in the vieinity there
is no chance of making the show pay. There
are  gome fairly vich shows avound there.
These small shows can send their stoue tfo
Tuckanarra to be treated and are doing well,
but propositions containing ounce stone have
no chance. There is a big distriet running
from Culeulli to Reeds, and there are rome
2ood shows in the district. Tf crushing facili-
ties were provided, many of these shows would
be working to-day. Amnother matter that hits
the mining industry hard is taxation. The
main shaft, the winzes, and everything con-
nected with the development is taxed.

The Colonial Treasurer: We have altered
that.

- Mr. CHESSON: Ts there not differentiation
hetween companiea and small shows?

The Colonial eTreasurer: That has been
amended.

Mr, CHESSON: I am pleased to hear it.

Hon. P. Collier: Only the cffect has not
been felt yet.

Mr, CHESSON: Something shoull be done
by the Government to carry the prospector in
the interim between the finding of a show and
the time when it is developed sufficiently to
warrant the erection of a mill, Many pros-
pectors have heen working at distances of 20
to 25 miles from a mill, aed so a trial erush-
ing is impossible, and the prospector has ne
chance at all of making goed. Something in
the same way as is done with copper should
he done—advances made, a Government sam-
pler appeinted to sample all stone taken from
the surface, and payment granted up to 50
per cent. of the value. Under such eonditions
the vmrospeetor would have an opportunity to
develop his show sufficiently to warrant the
erection of a Government mill, As things are
now, the prospector has to hand over his show
to a speenlator under option, without receiv-
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ing any eash—this possibly after battling all
his life and finding only one show. A further
matter in need of attention is small companies
ot parties applying for exemption. Applica-
tions for exemption should be subject to sufi-
cient notice to allow the mining inspector to
examine. the workiongs and to observe the
fength of drive and the size of the reef, and to
take samples. The samples and the informa-
tion should be retained in the Mining Regis-
trar’s office, so that in the event of an aban-
donment authentic Aata will be available for
miners coming after. At present such miners
are apt to be uiterly misled as to size of reet
and ore value. Cue is one of the best poor men's
fields ever known in Western Australia. At one
time, ncarly 300 head of stamps were going
there, The Cue field has been mostly developed
by the prospectors with the assistonce of the
business men. At present Cue has no erushing
facilities. Some time ago it had a 20-head
mill, but there was not sufficient stone to keep
the mill going, and it has gone out of repair.
There is now no possible chance for the Cue
prospector to get his stone crushed. The bugi-
ness people and the miners of the field have
formed themselves into a prospecting associa-
tion, and are putting up so much per week for
the nmrpoce of samnlingd abandoned shows,
in the hope that as the result of the forth-
eoming vigit of the Minister for Mines they
may bhe pranted crushing facilities. Cue so
far has stood entirely on its own bottom, and

is therefore especially entitled to considera- -

tion from the Government, The Minister has
promised to visit Cue as socon as be can pos-
sibly arrange, and the people are looking for-
ward to that visit, and the Minister can rest
assurad” he will be made welcome. The Big
Bell proposition is one of the bizgest propo-
sitiongs in Western Australia, but its present
difficulty is want of water. The mine has a
plant capable of treating 2,000 tons per month,
bnt want of water prevents the treatment of
more than 1,300 tons monthly at the most.
Endeavours are being made to get Government
assistance towards a water supply. The Big
Bell lode is worked on the open cut, and is
120 feet across and 1,000 feet long. Twenty
thousand tons treated have shown o value of
16s. per ton. The present cdit of working is
12s. 9d. per ton. With a treatment of 2,000
tons monthly, the working cost could be re-
duced to between 8s. and 9s. This would
mean the employment of 100 men instead of
.the 25 at present working there. The mine
has plenty of power to drive & 25-head mill.
A water supply there would probably
mean the springing uwp of a small town.

It is the biggest proposition in the
West, and the Government might well
give a little assistance. The Great Fin-

gal mine is at present closed down, after
having paid £1,750,000 in dividends. Pat-
terson and party are now prospecting the
mine, Ther are working from the surface
to 100ft. From the first erushing the gold
was worth £305, of whi¢h the company took
£160 and the men divided £105. Of a erush-
ing just completed at Boogardie, worth £500,
the company received £130 and the men £120,
while the other £250 was mopped up by cart-
aze, explogives, and so forth, The company
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did practically nothing for the £130. Now
the mine is filling up with water. There was
enough stone broken to keep a ten head mill
going for two years. The sum of £700 was
put up by the Day Dawn business people and
the miners to finance the erection of a ten-
heud mill and they expected assistance from
the Govermment, if they ecounld make terms
te get the two leases, Unfortunately, there
was no chance of coming to terms with the
company. The company were not prepared
to do any business, The tributing party at
the present time are still going on and the
company are taking nearly everything. If
the irspector of mines many years ago had
insisted on another shaft being sunk, there
would not have been to-day so many widows
and orphans in that distriet. The mine was
paying dividends at that time and it would
vut have been a difficvlt matter for the com-
pany to have spent some money on another
ghaft. There was only one shaft on the pro-
perty Delow the 1,300£t. level, and it is an im-
possibility to ventilate any mine without an
upeast and a downeast shaft. The sinking
of auother shaft would also have reduced the
handliag charges very considerably. Instead
of spending money in that direction the cow-
pany wasted £100,000 on a wild eat in West
Africa. There is a big chute of gold giving
big values in the bottom level, and if it
could have bean got at with the aid of an-
other shaft, there would have been enough
stone available to keep the mine going 20
vears longer, The shrinkage system was also
a big factor in closing down the mine, and
wheun the stone broke they found they had a
bad hauging wall and that there was no
chance of getting the stone out. T also de-
sire to sav a few words on the subject of base
metals. The member for Greenough referred
to lead at Baddera, Narra Tarra and Gerald-
dine. Lead is worth £30 a ton at the present
time, but the cost of handling meps up all
but a balance of £12. Tt would be & zcod
thing if a smelter were erected at Geraldton.
Tt would certrinly be a bhig facter in keeping
those miues going. There are also copper
and silver shows out from Cue even to the
other side of Peak Hill, and at the present
time copper has to be sent to the Eastern
States to be treated, whereas if there were a
amelter at Geraldton it could be dealt with
there. It costs £8 a ton to take copper from
Peak Hill to Meekatharra, and to that have
to he added the eharges for taking it to the
Eastern States. The distriet I represent is
also concerned in the metals wmolybdenite,
scheelite, and wolfram, the prices for which
in Australia compare very unfavourably with
those which are being paid for these metals
in America and Capada. T have an extract
from an American newspaper which I would
like to read to hon. members. Tt deals with
the Australian and the American prices for

_these metals and says:—

There is an institntion known by the
high-sounding title of ‘‘The Thermo FElec-
tric Ore Production Company of England.'’
This is one of the corporations which
brandishes the flng of ‘‘Capturing German
industries.”” This corporation now has
complete Tmperial eontrol of the manufac-
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ture of tungsten powder and ferro-tung-
‘ sten commodities, which are very largely
used, and are, in faet, indispensable to the
army contractors who are manufacturing
steel and munitions of war for the British
Government and the Allied nations. This
interesting corporation owns and operates
wolfram and scheelite mines in Burma,
. Portugal, and Cornwall, and has ap abso-
. lute close monopoly of the output of this
_ particular class of raw material produeed
. from those localities. Under an Imperial
edict some time ago the -entire omtput of
the wolfram and scheelite mines of Aus-
tralia was commandeered, at cousiderably
less than half the world’s market price for
this class of raw material. The exact mar-
ket quotations are as follows: Scheelite
in Australia, at Imperial fixed price, 50s.
per unit; New York market rate, 121s. 4d.
per unit, Wolfram: Australian fixed price,
50s. per unit; New York market rate, 112s.
per unit. Under the Tmperial ediet re-
ferred to the entire Australian output of
these minerals had to be sold to one firm
of commission agents, who were duly nom-
inated by the Imperial authority. At the
same time the price of molybdenite, which
was worth £1,160 per ton in New York, was
fixed at £500 in Australia, and the same
firm of commission agents were also ap-
pointed sole buyers of this mineral. Under
this beneficent system of Tmperial aid to
commission agents the profits of the parti-
celar firm in question last year broke all
. previous records, reaching the nobie sum of
£860,000. The wolfram, scheelite, and
malvhdenite mining industries of Australia
are mostly earried on by small parties of
miners, working on the co-operative prin-
ciple, the Yimited company era in this par-
ticular elass of industry not having yet got
into working order. Owing to the widely
seattered nature of these deposits, the pre-
sent method seems by far the best way of
carrying on the industry. The Awustralian
miners were naturally somewhat surprised
at getting less than half the market value
of their product, but they thought that
they were ‘‘doing their bit’’ by turning
out cheap raw material for the war muni-
tions required by England and their Allies,
and for a time accepted the sitvation. Now
the astonishing fact has leaked out that
this  cheaply-produced Australian raw
material does not go direct to the Imperial
Government, but is purchased at the Ans-
tralian price, plus freight, by ‘‘The Thermo
Electric Ore Reduction Company of Eng-
land,’’ and is re-sold by that company, to-
gether with their own products from
Burma, Portugal, and Cornwall, at world
Market rates to Imperial army contractors,
who pass the product alopg in the shape
of tungsten steel with their own particular
share of war profits added, to the Imperial
Government.

That i3 an extract from the ¢‘Scientifie
American,”’ and it is borne out by ofher au-
thorities. T+ shows what the Prime Minister
has done in all the agreements he has made
on behalf of the people of Australia when
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‘the people in Canada can get double the price
tor the rare metals which we have in Aus-
tralia! Any man who goes out prospectiog
for rare metals is entitled to the whole pro-
duet of his labour. I think that in the mak-
ing of such a deal the people in the industry
should be counsidered. I wish to compliment
the Minister for Industries on his efforts to
establish new industries here. Primary in-
dustries and secondary industries should go
hand in hand, and I am sure thaf money
spent in research work is well spent. I am
satisfied that if once we get a start we shall
be able to turn ont commodities equal in
quality to those produced in other parts of
Anstralia. If more money had been spent
on. research work in Australia we should not
have had our primary products going to Ger-
many to he treated, Broken Hill turns out.
one-fifth of the world’s produetion of lead
and the whole of the spelter has to be sent
away for treatment. Leok at the by-products
we could have if we treated it ourselves!
In connection with tin plates for canning
what is required is zine, ironm, tin,-and mana-
ganese, all of which we ‘haxe 1u Australia,
Notwithstanding this we are not in a posi-
tion to supply the necessary treatment. Then
take the woollen industry. It is over 40
vears sinee the first woollen mills in the
Commonwealth were established in Launces-
ton, and to-day WWestern Australia isg the only
State in the Commonwealth which has no
woollen mills. Yet here in Wesatern Australia
we have wool equal to anything produced in
the Commonwenlth. Again, if we had started
ship building at the heginning of the war we
should have had some chance now of shifting
the surplus wheat lying here at the merey of

mice and weevil. There are immensc
possibilities  for  the  ship-building

dustry, and we have to-day a golden
oppoertunity. It will be found that at the end

of the first six months the industry will have
repaid the whole cost of its establishment.
Most readily do I confess that I am always
prepared to support any Minister endeavour-
ing to foster secondary industries in this State.
Coming to the criticisms of the member for
Perth in regard to the jam industry, I really
thought at the time that he must have bad
power of attorney and been acting on behalt
of Jones & Co., who naturally wanted to se
our young industries erippled. We grow fruif
equal to anything produced in the Common
‘wealth, and surely to goddness we ¢an manu
facture it into jam! It is said that Jores i
over here and intends to buy up the existing
worke and reduce his fruit to nulp in orde:
to send it to the other States. The real handi
cap on jam making in this State is the dis
tanee from the sugar refineries. T am tol¢
on reliable aunthority that in the Kimberley
we have land equal to the best in Queenslan:
for the production of sugar cane. If that i
80 that land ought to be cut up into smal
holdings with the view to cane-growing. ani
a Government refinery oueht to bhe establishe
up there for the production of sugar. Ther
are big possibilities for the establishment o
the sugar industry in the Kimberleys. I hav

been all through the sugar industry in Queen:
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land, and [ am thoroughly familiar with tbe
Queensland sugar country. T have not been
in our North-West, but from reliable informa-
tion received I believe we have up there all
the conditions necessary to the successful grow-
ing of the sugar cane. Ii we are to start a
jam factory in this State it will be necessary
that we sliould have the sugar industry also.
The member for Forrest said that the reascn
why we could not achieve success in the jam
industry was the cheap female labour obtain-
able in Tasmania. That constitutes the best
argnment 1 have heard in favour of our in-
dustrial arbifration being placed under the
Commonwealth, co that we might have uniform
laws. I remember an arbitration case in the
baot trade in Sydney a year or so ago. The
judge in dealing with the evidence admitted
that the men were receiving nothing more than
a living wage, but explained that he was com-
pelled to reduce their wages owing to the
competition from Victoria, where the wages
were even lower. He was compelled to reduce
the wages of the employces because there is
no uniformity on the wages question in the
various States. The sooner the Federal Arbi-
tration Court fixes the rates of wages the
better for all concerned. We have no hope of
competing with Tasmania with the cheap
female labour there. There is one matter I
wish to refer to. That is in regard to the
wheat question, but I shall have plenty of
opportunity when the report of the Royal Coms
mission that is now sitting dealing with the
wheat question comes before the House. I
trust, however, every assistance will be given
to the farming industry, The mining indnratry
is refexred to in the Governor’s Speech. The
industry on the Murchison has received little
assistance. It appears that those who cry out
most get most. We on the Murchison have
kept very silent and we have not criticised the
Government and have suffered in consequence.
I trust when the Minister goes to the Murchi-
son he will gsee our requirements and that we
shall get justice.

On motion by Mr. Maley, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.3 pm.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 11th Sentember, 1918,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ¢‘Papers
presented’! see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’!]

[ASSEMBLY.]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT — WHEAT
GROWING AND STOCK RAISING,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.42]: In view of some of the re-
marks maide by the member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) last night, with regard to the question
of wheat growing in Western Australia, I
shonld like to make ‘a brief statement to the
House, There appears to be a general mis-
understanding in regard to certain advice
given from London on this matter. The mem-
ber for Beverley asked why the advice of the
London Wheat Committee to the Australian
Wheat Board, to curtail the growing of wheat
and engage in stock raising, had not been pub-
licly announced. I desire to state exactly what
occurred. The question of the relative merits
of wheat growing and stock raising was put
forward by the Australian Wheat Board in the
following cable which was sent to the London
Wheat Committee in January of this year—
Owing to the probable shortage of tom-
nage for some years, question of reduecing
our wheat areas in favour of stock and pig
raising is in our mind. -
That i$ to say, in the mind of the Australian
Wheat Board.
When present crop delivered there will be
5% million tons export wheat in Australia.
If searcity of tonnage likely to continue for
another two years, stock will inerease and
big deterioration take place. We desire to
know if tonmnage iz likely to improve in view
of all eircumstances. Any information you
can aseertain on this question will be im-
mense henefit to Australia.  Suggest that
you cousult Wheat Commitfee and other au-
thorities on whole matter.
The following reply was received from London
by the Australian Wheat Bpard:—
As long as war continues Commission—
That is, the British Wheat Commission.
see no prospect improvement tonnage Aus-
tralin. They consider at conclusion war
wheat will be more valuable, even allowing
for deterioration, than stock; also more
readily negotiabla and movable.
After discussion at the Awstralian Wheat
Board conferenee on the 16th January last, it
wag decided that the matter of advising farm-
ers be left to the Governments of the indi-
vidual States, to give whatever adviee they
might think fit. On the return of this State’s
representative from Melbourne, the subject was
earefully diseussed by the Government, and a
decision was arrived at that there was no
cause for alarm on the part of the growers, in
view of the opinion of the London Committee
which T have just read to the House, in view
of the opinions expressed by Mr. Love, the
British Government Wheat Commissioner for
Australia, and lastly, in view of the opiniong
expressed by Professor Lefroy. Furtber, Mr,
Love and Professor Lefroy gave it as their
opinion that wheat would be more readily

saleable at a  profitable figure after
the war than it is at the present
time, That opinion was expressed to
me, and alse to this State's. represen-

tative at the conference. TUnder that ad-
vice the Government did not comsider it wise,
and T certainly did not consider it my duty,



